


ATTACHMENT 1 
Additional Comments 

 
1. Waste 
 
Please elaborate on how the additional 13,270 tonnes of waste per annum would be 
disposed/reused/recycled. 
 
The Department notes the concerns raised by the EPA relating to waste management at the 
site. It is understood that the landfill at Burra Road, Gundagai is approaching capacity and is 
undergoing a closure process with the EPA. As current operations at the Tumut Mill site rely 
heavily on landfilling and given the EPA’s concerns, Visy should provide further details on its 
future strategic direction for the management of waste from its site. 
 
Visy should focus on priorities 1 and 2 of the Statement of Commitments, being the 
minimisation of resource consumption and the recovery of resources. Further, a more strategic 
approach to waste management should be established, including the development of 
mitigation measures. 
 
Notwithstanding the above, the EPA has advised that the proposal cannot be assessed given 
the lack of information concerning landfilling arrangements. 
 
2. Statement of Commitments 
 
The Statement of Commitments, dated 18 April 2007, may need to be updated to reflect the 
waste management issues outlined in point 1 above. The Statement of Commitments should 
include measurable targets to reflect a strategic approach to waste management. 
 
3. Air Quality and Odour 
 
The Department notes that the site has a history of odour complaints. Please provide further 
information on how the proposed expansion would impact odour, and what mitigation 
measures are proposed. If there are no anticipated increase in odour impacts, please provide 
further information on how Visy came to that conclusion. 
 
4. Transportation 
 
Please provide clarification on how the increased frequency of chemical deliveries would 
impact traffic. 
 
5. Need for Modification 
 
Section 2.1 states that the modification is requested ‘to meet service ongoing domestic and 
international demand requirements.’ Please elaborate on this point. 
 
6. Major Hazard Facility 
 
Please confirm that the facility will not be a Major Hazard Facility based on Schedule 15 of the 
Work Health and Safety Regulation 2011. 
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13 February 2017 
 

SWT17/00014 
SF2017/026736 
MM 
 
The Manager 
Department of Planning & Environment 
GPO Box 39 
SYDNEY  NSW  2001 
 
Attention: Bianca Thorton 
 
 
PROPOSED MODIFICATION TUMUT PAPER MILL, SNOWY MOUNTAINS, HIGHWAY TUMUT. 
 
I refer to your correspondence regarding the subject Application which was referred to the Roads 
and Maritime Services for assessment and comment. 
 
From the information provided, including the Environmental Assessment prepared by GHD dated 
January 2017, it is understood that the proposal represents a modification to the current approval 
for the Visy Pulp and Paper Mill to increase the production capacity of the existing plant from 
700,000 tpa to 800,000 tpa. The subject site has frontage and access to the Snowy Mountains 
Highway within a 100 km/h speed zone.  
 
From the information provided it is noted that the increased production capacity will be achieved 
through efficiency gains within the production process and increases in the volume of recycled 
wastepaper and purchased pulp in the feedstock for the process. The documentation claims that 
with ongoing improvements in the proportion of backloading that the proposed expanded 
production capacity will not significantly change the resultant traffic volumes compared the 
predicted volumes for the currently approved development. The modification does not represent 
any changes to the current access arrangements to the development site. 
 
Currently the proponent is investigating, with Roads and Maritime Services, the potential for the 
operation of “A-Double” heavy vehicles for the movement of material via Gocup Road. If approved 
this would also represent a further reduction in the volumes of heavy vehicles on the transportation 
route as such vehicles accommodate a larger volume of material than the currently used B-Double 
vehicles. The assessment of the potential use of such vehicles is a separate process to the 
proposed modification under the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act but if approved will be 
generally consistent with the intent of Condition 2.36 of the Project Approval dated 2007. 
 
Condition 5.4(d) of the Project Approval for the operation of the Visy Mill Expansion dated 2007 
requires the preparation of an updated Traffic Management Plan as part of the Operation 
Environmental Management Plan. It is considered appropriate that any consent for the modification 
as proposed require that this Traffic Management Plan be revised and updated to address the 
changes to traffic as a result of the proposed modification to the operation of the Mill. 
 

http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/


Roads and Maritime Services has assessed the Application based on the documentation provided 
and would raise no objection to the proposal subject to the Consent Authority giving consideration 
to the issues outlined above. 
 
Any enquiries regarding this correspondence may be referred to the Manager, Land Use for Roads 
and Maritime Services (South West Region), Maurice Morgan, phone (02) 6923 6611.  
 
Yours faithfully 

Per:  
Mr Lindsay Tanner 
Regional Manager 
South West Region 



Bianca Thornton

From: Fernando, Sohan <Sohan.Fernando@safework.nsw.gov.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 15 February 2017 10:38 AM
To: Bianca Thornton
Subject: RE: Request for Input - Visy Pulp and Paper Mill (MP 06_0159 Mod 3)

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Security Classification:UNCLASSIFIED 

Hi Bianca, 
 
Apologies for the late E mail.  I returned from leave on Monday 13th.  Tried calling you but no luck. Hence this e mail. 
I had a look at the document attached with your e mail and it is unclear if the facility will become an MHF if the 
maximum quantities of chemicals on site increase.  The facility at present is not an MHF.  It is noted that the facility 
uses some MHF chemicals such as the biocides and liquid oxygen.  Appendix A only gives the expected annual usage 
for each chemical.  In the MHF legislation, the trigger is the maximum quantity held on site.  E.g  if the max quantity 
or capacity of the oxygen storage is greater than 2000 tonnes, then the facility will be an MHF.  For the biocides, the 
threshold depends on the level of toxicity.  20T for very toxic and 200 T for Toxic. Therefore I suggest that you 
request Visy to provide the following information.  This does not need to be a COC.  You may obtain this via 
correspondence prior to approval.  
Suggested words are set out below. 
 
“Visy to confirm that the facility will not be a Major Hazard Facility based on Schedule 15 of the Work Health and 
Safety Regulation 2011. “ 
 
Visy may call or e mail me if they wish to discuss or require further information. 
 
Regards 
 
 
Sohan Fernando  
Senior Safety Analyst  
Major Hazard Facilities Team  
SafeWork NSW  
2 Burbank Place 
Baulkham Hills  NSW 2153 
Tel: 8867 2747   
 
 
. 
 

From: Bianca Thornton [mailto:Bianca.Thornton@planning.nsw.gov.au]  
Sent: Monday, 30 January 2017 4:57 PM 
To: admin@snowyvalleys.nsw.gov.au; EPA Planning Matters Mailbox; development.south.west@rms.nsw.gov.au; 
Fernando, Sohan 
Cc: pamela.morales@planning.nsw.gov.au 
Subject: Request for Input - Visy Pulp and Paper Mill (MP 06_0159 Mod 3) 
 
Good Afternoon 
 
The Department has received a modification request from Visy Pulp and Paper Pty Ltd (Visy) in respect of the Visy 
Pulp and Paper Mill in Tumut. 
 



The modification request seeks to increase the production capacity of the site from 700,000 tonnes per annum (tpa) 
to 800,000 tpa. The modification application has been made under section 75W of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979. 
 

The Department would like to invite your comments on the modification application by Monday 13 February 2017. 
 
Regards 
 
Bianca Thornton 
Planning Officer 
Industry Assessments 
320 Pitt Street | GPO Box 39 | Sydney NSW 2001  
T 02 8217 2040 E bianca.thornton@planning.nsw.gov.au  
 

  
 

    Subscribe to our newsletter   
 
“This  message and any attached files is intended solely for the use of the individual 
or entity to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, 
confidential, proprietary and/or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. Personal 
and health information is highly sensitive.  You should not disclose or retain such 
information unless you have consent or are authorised by law.  
If you are not the intended recipient of this message, please delete all copies and 
notify the sender. 
Any views expressed in this message are not necessarily the views of SafeWork NSW” 
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