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The Senior Environmental Planning Officer
Maijor Development Assessment
Diegpartment of Planning

GPC Box 39

SYDNEY NSW 2001

et Dear kr Ritchie
e Proposed ethanol plant and inensive dairy ot Coleembally

We refer to your efecironic mail dated © December 2005 seeking the Department of Environment
and Conservation (DEC) requirements for the environmental assessment (EA) for the above
proposal.

Tha DEC has cohsidered the detalls of the project as providad at the planning focus maeeting on 2
Necomber 2008 and has identified the information it requives 10 assess the project in Attachrment
&', In surmmary, the DEC's key information requirements for the project are as follows.

- The environmantal impacts of he project; :
The Impacts of the project on threalened speeles and their habiag;
The impacts on Aboriginal cultural herltage; and

The action that will be iaken io aveid or mitigate impacts or :}ompénsate to prevent
unavoidabie impacts identified in 1, 2 and 3 above. :

RSl S

Based upon the information provided to the DEG, the ppplicant will require an environment
protection lizence 1o -

» carry out scheduled development work; and
« cary out scheduled activitles.

The applicant will need to make a separate application 10 the DEC to obtain this licence once
"planning consent has been granted.

in cartying out the assessment the applicant should refer 1o the relevant guidelines identified ai
Antachment B,

We support commenis made at the planning focus meeting that the applicant needs to cteariy
identity the naiure and scope of the complete project inciuding any ancillary development coourring
on alternate sites 1o ensure these matiers are adequately assessed as part of the overall project.
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Dug 1o the complexity of this proposal it is sirongly recommended that the appficant ponsult with
the DEC during the ‘assessment period.

We reguest that four coples of the EA are provided for assesement. These documents should be
inclged at Suite 7 Level 1, 180-140 Banna Avenue Griffith.

i you have any furiher enguiries about this matter please contact me by telephoning 02 6863
o700,

Yours sincerely
Craig Bretherton
Head, Griffith Unit

) Environment Protection and Regutation Division
had Departiment of Environment and Conservation

b 12 2e0%
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ATTACHMENT ‘A

1. The following environmental impacts of the project need o be assassed, quantified and
reporied on. .

Al -

MNoise;

Water; and

Waste and chemicals,

2 a @ B

The Environmental Assessment (EA) should address how the required environmental
outcomes and goals will be met for each impact.

2 Describe the management strategies for the treatment and disposal/ulilisation of all liguid
—r and solid wastes generated by the proposed activities,

3. Describe mitigation and managernent options that will be used to prevent, control, abate or
mitigate identified environmental impacts associated with the project and to reduce risks to
human health and prevent the degradation of the enviconment .

This shouid include an assessment of the effectivensss and reliability of the measuras and
any residual impacts after these measures are implemented,

Impasts on alr guelity

The environmental outcome for the project in relation to alr quality is 1o ensure sensilive recepiors
are protected from any adverse impacis from dust and odour. Odour is the primary concem
particularly from the ethano! plant production process, and the storage, reatment and disposal of
ethancl piant and intensive dairy wasles. Any blogas flare should mest the design emission siitera
detailed in the Profection of the Environment Operstions (Clearn Alr) Heguiation 2002, Delails
would need to be provided on the proposed measures 10 managa odour, ang their performance.

g Dust Is also a concem with potential emissions including but not necessarily limited 1o

" constuction, traffic movements, open exposaed aredas, material processing and handling, transfer
points, leading facilities, and feediot activities. Details would need 1o be provided on the proposed
moasures o manage dust from thase activitles and their performancs.
The Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) expects that an assessment for odour
and dust as detalled in the Approved Methods and Guidance for the Modelling and Assessmant of

. Air Polutants in New Soulh Wales in gonjunction with analysis of local meteorologic and terrain
data would be sufficient 1o inform decisions about design and management options for sach of e
proposed developments. Assessment and commerntary on the predicted cumuiative impact of the
whale development would also need o be provided.

impacts of nolse
The goal of the project should be to ensure the facility is designed, construcied, operated and

maintaned go that there are na adverse impacts from hoise. The DEC expects that potential noise
sources will be enclosed and that appropriate equipment is chosaen o minimise noige levels.



23701 '08 10:47 FAX 0297628707 BLANNING NSW

The development should he assessed and designed in accordance with the NSW Government's
industrial Nolse Policy (INF).

impacis on water quantity and quatity
The environmental outcome of the project should ensure:

s Thereis no poliution of waters {inviuding surface and groundwater);

o Polluted water {including process walers, wash down waters, pollted stormwater of sewage)
is captured on the site and collected, treated and beneficially reused, where this Is safe and
practicable to do so; and

» It Is acceptable in torms of the achlevement of protection of the River Flow Objectives and
Water Quality Objectives. ‘

The EA should document the measures that will achieve the above cxutéomes.

The DEC recommends that & water balance be prepared to model water management through the
[¥e cycls of the proposal.

A hydro-geological assessment should be underiaken to assess potential groundwater impacts 1o
surrounding waterways and water dependent ecosysiems from the land based utlisation of
wastes. An assessmentt should also be underiaken on any potential Impacts on down siream flows
and environments and how environmenital flows will be maintained.

A characterisation of potential water pollutanis at the site should also be undertaken inciuding the
identification of any proposed water poliution controls and their performance. This should include
details of the design and location of any wastewater treatment ponds and any taliwater ponds.

Waste
The goa! of the development should ensure:

o  Itis in accordance with ihe principles of the waste hierarchy and cleanér production;
The handiing, processing and storags of all materials used at the premises does not have
negative environmental of amenity impacts;

s The beneficial reuse of all wastes generated ai the premises are magmised whera it is safe
anct practical 1o do so; T

s No waste disposal occurs on site except in accordance with an Environment Protection
Authorily licence.

Where it is proposed to beneficially re-use liquid or solid wagte by land applicaiion the EA must
describe the proposed managemert regime as well as demonstrate that the land available can
sustainably assimitate the organic, nutrient, hydraulic and salt loads from the waste.

Impacts of the prolect on threatened spacies and their habitay
it is noted that large sections of the site have been clearad however there is still a need to consider
direet and indirect impacis on threatened species and their habitat. There would appear © be
soma remnant woodiand patches on the property and larger remnants on the adjiacent Smaie
Forest. As a Part 34 development it IS required 1o saticfy the requirements for fiora and fauna
impact assessment in accordance with the “Nyraft Guidelines for Threatened Species Assessment”
under §75 (F) of the Environmental Pranning and Assessment Act 1978,
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Threatened species known 1o occur in the general area are Supatb Parrol, Pair_sted Honeyeater,
Grey Crown Babbler, Southemn Bell Frog and Endangered Eculegfsal Community Myall {Boree)
Woodland. Other declining wooddand bircls woulc be expected to be in the area.

Small patches of vegetation in the area play an integral part of the corridor that links tha $uperb
Parrot foraging habitat to the breading ares o the north. Rare plants may be associated with any
rermmant sandhill formations remaining.

There is @ diverse range of different vegetation iypes In the general area of the site including ihe
Boona and Breits State Forest This ncludes Caliitris woodland, Black pox and Boree woodland
and some small fragmented grassiand patches. if any clearing is to take place compensatory
meagures should be aiso considersd to maintain and improve habitat on the property.

The EA needs fsa addrass the following.

1. A field su}vey of the site should be conducted aceordance with the draft document
sezuideling for threatened species assessment’.

2. Likely impacls on threatenad species and thelr habitat need 10 be assessed, evaluated and
reported on. The assessment should spectically report onthe considerations listed in Btep
3 of the draft guideline. .

.8, Describe the actions that will be taken 1o avoid or mitigate impacts or compensale 1o
prevent unavoidable impacts of the project on. threatened species and thelr habitat. This
should include an assessment of the effectiveness and anv residual impacis afier these
measures are implemented.

4. The EA needs to clearly siate whether |t meets each of the key thresholds set on Step § of
the draft guideline.

project on Aboriginal cultural hetitage values

{. The EA should address and document the information requirements set out in the draft
“Guidalines for Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Impact Aszesament and Community Consultation®
involving surveys and consultation with the Aboriginal community.

2, Identify the nature and extent of impacis on Aboriginal cultural herifage. values sCross the

project arsa.

3. Describe the actions that will be taken to aveld or mitigate impacts or compensate 1o prevert
unavoidable impacts of the project on Aboriginal cultural heritage values. This should include
an assessment of the effectiveness and reliability of the measures and any residual impacts
after these measures are implementad.

4. The EA needs fo clearly demonstrate that effective communily consuliation with Aboriginal
comminiies has been underiaken in determining and assessing impacts, developing oplions
and making final recommendations.
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ATTACHMENT B’

Suidance Matsrial

1.

Assessing Environmenial impacte

Ay g'ualim

®

Ly

Pretaction of the Environment Operations (Clean Alr) Regulation 2002

Approved Methods for the Sampiing and Analysis of Alr Pollutants in NEW “
Approved Methods and Guidance for the Modelling and Assesement of Alr Pollutants in New
South Wales '

(Draft) Assessment and Management of Qdour from Stationery Sources in NSW

-Moise and vibration

&

2

-]

NSW Industrial Noise Policy (EPA, 1908)

MSW Environmental Criteria for Road Traffic Molse (EPA, 1959) .

Technical Basis for Guidelines to Minimise Annoyance Due to Blasting QOverpressure and
Ground Vibration (ANZECC 1880) '

Chapter 171 Neise Control Guideline, Congtruction Site Noise Conirel Manual, 1994

Water g‘uali-ix

-]

Mational Water Guality Management Stralegy: Ausiralian and New Zealand Guidelines for
Fresh and Marine Water Quality (ANZECC 2000)

NWOMS Australian Guidelines for Water Quality Monitoring and Reporting (ANZEGG 2000)
EPA technical guidelines “Bunding and Spill Managernent

Wastowaler

&

¥

Natiorial Water Quality Management Strategy: Guidelines for Sewerage Svetemns — Effluent
Management (ARMCANZ/ANZECC 1897)

Mational Water Quality Management Strategy: Guidelines for Sowerage Systems — Use of
Reclaimed Water (ARMCANZ/ANZECC 2000)

Ervironmental Guidelines for the Utilisation of Treated Effuent by Irrigation (NSW DEC 2004)

Shormwater

(Note: some of these documents will be revised in 2008)

L
&

L]

Managing Urban stormwater: Soils and Construction (NSW Landcorm, 2004)
Managing Urban Stormwater; Source Control {EPA 1998)
Managing Urban Stormwater; Treaiment Techniques (EPA 1998)

Groundwater

g & % B8 B

State Groundwater Policy Framework Document (DLW 1997)

The NSW Siate Groundwater Guality Protection Policy (DLWC 1888}

{Draft) NSW State Groundwater Quantity Management Policy

NEW Siate Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems Policy {DLWG, 2002)

Mational Water Quality Management Stralegy Guidelines for Groundwater Protection in
Australia (ARMTANZ & ANZECC, 1985 .
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s CGuideling for the Use and Disposal of Biosolids Products (NSW EPA 1997}

s Environmental Guidelines: Assessment, Classification and Management of Liquid and Non-
Liquid Wastes

2. Assessing Threatened Species Impacts

Drait Guidslines For Threatened Species Assessment — Available from Dept of Planning

3. Assassing Aboriginal Cultural Heritage impacts

Draft Guidelines For Aboriginal Culiural Herltage impact Assessment and Community Consuitation
- Avaa!abie from: Dept of Planning '

interim Community Consultation Heqmraments for Applicants
Witp/wwwe.envitonment. nEw.gov.a au/nows.nsiGontent/Proteciin g-+Aborignalrobiggtarandepiaces

Aboriginal Culturai Herfiage Standards and Guidelines Kit — Available shortly on-iine through
DEC's webpage.



