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From: Ronnie and Sue <Beachhouseblue@bigpond.com> 
Sent: Monday, 11 December 2023 10:59 AM
To: DPE PS Industry Assessments Mailbox <Industry.Assessments@planning.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: Submission re Modification Jervis Bay Mussel Farms Relocation and Expansion
 
Dear Sally Monk

Thank you for your assistance this morning.

I would like to make a submission regarding the Modification Jervis Bay Mussel Farms Relocation
and Expansion. Application number : SSI5657-Mod-1, Main Project SSI-5657.

My major concerns relate to the possible threat to the Marine Park and its capacity to protect
vulnerable species  and the possibility that the mussel species may be invasive in Jervis Bay and
its waterways.

Cheers
Veronica Kroon
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Submission re Modification of Jervis Bay Mussel Farms Relocation and Expansion,
S51-5657-Mod-1

1:am objecting to this modification.

I'am concemed that the Mussel Farm Modification and Relocation will threaten Jervis Bay
Marine Park and Jervis Bay itself.

In Australia we have Australian Blue Mussels - Mytlus planalatus which pose very litle risk
to vulnerable species or habitats.

The European mussel - Myiis galloprovincialis, known for its size, meatiness, and growth
has been introduced and it has been shown to be invasive in many countries, increasingly
50 as climate change increases water temperatures.

We also have a hybrid version of these two mussel species that is very similar - we don't
know what the outcome of the introduction of the hybrid species into JBMP will be. We
can'ttell if the current mussels in JBMP are a hybrid species or Mylits galloprovincialis
and whether either is invasive here.

There is local knowledge stating the the numbers of mussels in the Jervis Bay area are
increasing rapidly. Similar reports come from Eden and Twofold Bay where mussel farming
has gone on for some time.

Scientists have cautioned against the introduction of Mylits galloprovincialis into Australian
coastlines and industries. (Twin introductions by independent invader mussel lineages are both
associated with recent admixture with a native congener in Australia. va Popovic, Ambracio Melvin A.
Matias, Nicolas Bieme, Cynthia Riginos)

Australian Blue Mussels - Mytilus planalatus pose very little risk to vulnerable species or
habitats, they are endemic in Jervis Bay and may be better suited for farming here. They
are at risk of being replaced by the other mussel species as the culture of these mussels
can seed new populations within the Bay

AMarine Park s established to protect vulnerable species - it isn't meant to be a farm for
mussels. Whilst SMC farms are reputedly a high standard this does not mean they are
perfect and whilst there s no independent studies done in the Marine Park there is no
guarantee that the park will not become

“contaminated through invasive species like Myitis galloprovincialis,

“the ecology of the area may change due to concentration of mussel numbers and “other
pests may be introduced through the farming process itseli.

The expansion and relocation of the mussel farm should be deferred unti research has
shown that the Marine Park and Jervis Bay itself will not be negatively impacted by the
mussel farm and that the vulnerable species that JBMP is there to protect are not
threatened.

Thank you
Veronica Kroon
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My personal details for the purpose of the submission

Veronica Kroon
0408409152
44 Pacificana Drive, Sussex Inlet, NSW

1 have made no political donations
1 acknowledge and accept the Departments disclaimer and declaration

Thank you
Veronica Kroon







