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Singleton Shire Healthy Environment Group 

PO Box 626 Singleton 
NSW 2330 

ssheg@hotmail.com 

18 February 2023  

Dept of Planning & Enviro/nt 

Director Resources Asses/mts 

Locked Bag 5022  

Parramatta NSW 2124 

Make a Submission online  

“SSHEG Coal & Allied Mining Community Heritage Action” 

     “Cockfighter Creek Holistic Ancestral Heritage Significance” 
 

The introduction of Open Cut Coal Mining at Mt Thorley Mine by the respected and 

Community supportive RW Miller in 1980 in the Hunter Valley Singleton Shire heralded Forty 

Years of focus on the Saint Patricks Plains Historic Heritage Significance of the Hunter Valley. 

By 2010 Singleton Shire Healthy Environment Group (SSHEG) with its focus on 

“Community Health” detailed to “Coal & Allied’ Mining by Written Submission the “Sense of 

Place” Community Health consequences of Open Cut Mining; RIO TINTO by 2012 established the 

“Community Heritage Advisory Group” (CHAG) and by 2016 Upper Hunter Mining Dialogue had 

considered their “Tacit Support” for Hunter Valley Heritage……. Approaches to NSW Government 

& Ministers; Singleton Council; Mines since February 2017 await positive responses. 

In the absence of any positive Hunter Valley Heritage Response of Support across the 

Hunter Valley Coal Mine Resource Regions, Bulga Milbrodale Progress Association (BMPA) have 

proceeded with the establishment of the in “Heritage Listed Bulga Public School” as “Bulga 

Culture Centre” as detailed to CHAG in June 2016; now as Business Case & DA awaiting 

“Singleton Council Action”.  

As “Community Health” across “Saint Patricks Plains” pertains to “Aboriginal, Colonial, 

Convict, Emigrant, Immigrant and Industrial Historic & Cultural Heritage” Holistic Community 

Heritage detailing has identified the Cumulative National Heritage Significance, first of 

“Cockfighter Valley Precinct”; “Howe Equine Valley Precinct”; and “Sub Colony – Saint Patricks 

Plains” across the entire Upper Hunter Valley. Heritage Significances are detailed below 

 

 

ingleton hire ealthy nvironment roup 

 “HVO North & South National Heritage 2021” 
 

 

 

    

A community-based group looking to address Environmental  

 issues affecting Singleton Shire residents 

             Author: Dr Neville Hodkinson PhD 

 We seek identification as to what is making our Children and 

our Community Sick so they can be mitigated by OH&S Compliance 

Orders. 

  SSHEG Focus on Health 
                      SSHEG is Not Anti Mining or Anti Power Stations 

 

 
10 Year SSHEG Review Findings: - 2020 
➢ Computer Alarm Controls for Individual Mines 

  “Air Pollution Minimisation & Air Pollution Dispersion”. 

➢ Residents “Sense of Place” Cultural Heritage Impacts. 

SSD-11826621 & SSD-11826681 Exhibition Notice 
Director – Resource Assessments, Development Assessment, Department of Planning and 

Environment, Locked Bag 5022, Parramatta NSW 2124 

Contact (02) 4908 6896 or 1300 305 695 

mailto:ssheg@hotmail.com
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This SSHEG Submission Supports the “HVO North & South Continuation Project 

SSD 11222222” in general terms subject to the following “Bulga Culture Centre Ancestral Heritage 

declaring the Bulga Community “Claims and Ramifications” across the Totality Environs of the 

‘Cockfighter Valley Precinct’ being CHAG RIO declared Coal & Allied Mining Lands are hereby 

advised by “The Heritage Community” to pertain across the ‘The Five Mine Sites along the Hunter 

River and Wollombi Brook Regions’. 

To apply here: SSHEG seeks NSW Ministerial Specific Orders across “Cockfighter Valley 

Precinct Environs Coal Mines; Specifically, here this SSD12345 HVO North Continuation Project; 

Mine Land Historic Heritage ‘Community classification Items’ to be returned to their 1999 Heritage 

Significance minimum standards of Maintenance and Repair: Extracts outline the detailing involved. 

“Since the original NSW Heritage Act was passed in 1977 the “wilful neglect” provisions had been ineffective 

in preventing the deterioration of heritage items;…. now by 1999 required to ensure that heritage significance is 

maintained. Owners are required to achieve minimum standards of maintenance and repair. The standards are set out in 

the Regulation, and relate to: • weatherproofing; • fire protection; • security; and • essential maintenance. These are 

minimum standards to ensure that heritage significance is maintained. They do not require owners to undertake restoration 

works, but where works are needed owners may apply for financial assistance through the Heritage 2001 funding program. 

Where these standards are not met and the heritage significance of the item is in jeopardy the Heritage Council will now 

have the power to order repairs after consultation with the owner”.  

Generally, as a result of “Heritage Wilful Neglect” in Singleton Shire across half a century – 

with Councils preferring Open Cut Mining over Shire Colonial, Convict and Emigrant Cultural 

Heritage; with the last clear across the Shire Heritage recognition manifestations was the 175 Year 

Celebrations to commemorate the founding of the Town (Singleton) and the district (Saint Patricks 

Plains); dated 15 March 1995, titled ‘Singleton “Home” it started and grew’, Local History Topics, 

Compiled by Singleton Historical Society. 

  This adds to the “Wambo Estate and Homestead” Permanent Conservation Order Wilful 

Neglect” and the “Ravensworth Estate Heritage ‘Wilful Neglect Classification be it EPBC and 

Heritage’; now here also for ‘Wilful Neglect Classification’ of the “Great Lodge” Estate along with 

others such as “Mackerson Thorley Homestead, Archerfield, Stafford, Clifford, Dights”, Great North 

Road Remanent at Watts Hill, Colonial- Convict Cemeteries etc, Woodlands Estate, “Terrace as CM 

CD1”, Mitchell line of Road detailing throughout the HVO Mine Leases, Springwood Estate.  
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The SSHEG Community National Heritage Nomination in 2021 of the “Cockfighter Valley 

Precinct”  features the Cumulative Heritage Assembly Impact as an Integral Entity within, and of, 

individual “UNESCO World, National, State, Regional, Local & Community Ancestral Descendants; 

recognised Pioneer Colonial Settlers, Emigrants & BondServants Cultural Heritage Significances; 

manifestly engrained today, as Ancestrally Family Generational Linkage Dialogue across their Fifth, 

Sixth and Seven Descendants 100 Years Legacy of Cockfighter Creek Environs; their interwoven 

dialogue with Archival Colony Records, Museums Artefacts, Archaeological Studies, Royal Societies, 

Descendants Records, and Historical Event Stories of Personal experiences etc. 

The Region for 200 Years: National & Regional Significance Centenary, Sesquicentenary & 

Bicentenary recognition across Biographically Lands that are embraced by the Great Dividing Range 

of Grasslands Valleys across River Plains Escapement of UNESCO “Gondwana Rainforests of 

Australia” to North; on the South foothill Escapement of The Greater Blue Mountains National Parks 

World Cultural Heritage Significance Forested - Gondwana Significant Lands; these Lands hemmed in 

the British Port Jackson Convict Colony on the Pacific Ocean Coast until the 1820’s when the Sub 

Agricultural Cockfighter Creek Saint Patricks Plains Colony of Pioneer Settlers, Emigrants with 

Convict BondServants established the “Foodbowl for the British Colony”; and the then Vision of the 

Northward Landscape Progression, Explorers, Settler Tracks, Stock Routes, Roads etc of the  NSW 

Port Essington Trading Route. 
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Cumulative Cockfighter Valley Precinct Heritage Features include: - 
 Outlined above from Time Stamped progression, Aboriginal, Colonial, Convict, Emigrant 

& Industrial Cultural Heritage Eras in cronological 25 year increment Study sequences of Ancestral 

Pioneer Settler flow following the 1819 Howe Explorers exposure across the Hunter Valley 

Grasslands Plains; “Colo, Garland/Chapman Valley, Putty, Howes Valley- connected to Baerami; 

Howes Track Milbrodale, Bulga Village, Wambo Estate, Warkworth Village, Jerrys Plains Villages, 

Great Lodge, Lemington, Clifford, Stafford, Dights Crossing, Archerfield, Ravensworth Estate, 

Maison Dieu- Shearer, “Gowie Terrace” Gouldsville, Hambleton Hill, Mount Thorley- Mackerson 

Thorley, Loders Abbey Green, Cobbs Hill, Minimbah, Broke Village, Fordwich, on to Paynes 

Crossing via Yellow Rock; including Mountain Escapement Creek Gully Grasslands that penetrated 

many Miles into the GBMNP’s that Cockfighter Creek Pioneer Settlers Cattle relied upon for 99 

Years, especially during Droughts.  

“Cockfighter Creek Valley” are the adjoining Mountain Grasslands bounded within 

Wollombi Village to East, Merton -Ravensworth- Segenhoe to West, Singleton- Whittingham-

Glendon to the North. Also tracing the Hunter River and ‘Cockfighter Creek’-Wollombi Brook 

downstream Landscape Progression to Dalwood Wallis Plains- Maitland -Morpeth, with Henry 

Dangar Land Titles 1824 -1826 Surveys confirming “Pioneer Settler Selections” that then avoiding 

Traditional Aboriginal Subsistence Lands. Refer Module C3 for the Prioritised Community Cultural 

Heritage Significance. 
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Also previously; Community is seeking proactive support of NSW Minerals Council and 

Mining Dialogue to establish a Tourism Hub Dialogue Project based upon the four Phase twenty 

year Plan outlined in June 2016 for the Community Heritage Advisory Group CHAG established in 

2012 by Rio Tinto.  

Of the Four Phases outlined, the first two Cultural Heritage Phases have progressed to 

detailing and scheduling for implementation. While Phase 3 “European Composition Culture” and 

Phase 4 “Future Tourism Vision” are the type of Tourism Projects that are now integrally 

interwoven with other Hunter Valley Strategic Planning and Mining cumulative impacts.  

This Tourism Hub aims to perpetuate employment opportunities for future generations that 

focuses upon a State Significance Conservation Area which would enhance and further showcase 

Mining into the future as an integral entity within the Aboriginal, Colonial and Convict cultural 

heritage Significance of the Hunter Valley. By way of illustration the Phase 3 Map “European 

Composite Cultures” identifies the 2020 Tourism Hub Vision of the here and now in the Hunter 

Valley, illustrating much of the information that is locked away from view in storage; much related 

to Mining investigations since 1980, alongside Reserves, Biodiversity and Conservation Areas. 

By 2020 SSHEG 10 Year Cultural Heritage Review soon identified the Cumulative Heritage 

Impact of Cockfighter Valley Precinct in the Convict BondServants period 1820 to 1840 

establishing Agricultural Region, Stock Routes Community Enclaves, Villages, and Towns. 

Government Roads followed Howe Explorers, 1825 to 1836 from Wisemans Ferry as the Great 

North Convict built Road & Cockfighter Creek Bridges (now Wollombi Brook Warkworth) - Major 

Mitchell’s Great North Convict Road then envisaged onto Northern NSW Port Essington Trading 

Vision Route at the time ,& Ludwig Leichardt’s Significance, was via “Cockfighter Creek Pioneer 

Settler Enclave- Broke, Milbrodale, Fordwich, Bulga, Warkworth, Lemington, Jerrys Plains, Dights 

Crossing, Maison Dieu & Mount Thorley Environs”; emerging as the Golden Highway to the 

agricultural lands North West of the Blue Mountains.  

By 1900’s the Blaxland’s Land Grants at Broke, Vere-Cultural Landscape Progression- 

“Fordwich” soon linked to 1820’s Bushby “Kirton’ Vine Nursery; then by 1900 Blaxland’s Estate 

saw Mr Green of ‘Lantra’ Glenfell-subdivision, Share Farming influences; here as Dairy Farming 

introducing? - later Alexanders from “Mt Leonard- Milbrodale’ Jerrys Plains Share Farming and 

their ‘Tocal’ Alexander’s Cultural Heritage & Landscape Significances across Cockfighter Valley 

Precinct. Significance of Alexander’s Family Burials at the Culturally Heritage Bulga Village 

Cemetery dating back to 1830’s. 
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Serious Community concerns relate to the ability of any Mining Company as distinct from 

an Internationally experienced and Industry recognised Explosive Company with appropriate 

Explosive Protocols to operate what looks like in the Glencore Project the manufacture and 

extensive Storage of Mine Explosives.  

Clearly the recent Community devastated Lebanon Port Explosion has focused attention on 

the Manufacture and Storage of Mine Explosives in and around the Hunter Valley; the need to 

perhaps relocate existing Manufacture influences regarding Stockton Community Risk and the 

‘Late nightly Truck Transport of bagged Explosives’ from Newcastle to the Upper Hunter. 

 Perhaps a dedicated Explosive Risk Study by Independent, and NSW and Australian 

Government sanctioned Experts needs to be produced in the light of the Serious Community 

Consequences of any unexplained or planned Explosion. 

 SSHEG are not aware that such a study has even been contemplated, and certainly upon 

questioning the wisdom of the HVO Proposal, no such information or confidence that such a 

detailed study has been undertaken are evident. 

As a result, SSHEG does not support the current Explosive Manufacture and Explosive 

Storage of apparently up to 7250 Tonnes. 

 

Dr Neville Hodkinson PhD 

 

Singleton Shire Healthy Environment Group  
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The National Heritage list criteria relevant of “Cockfighter Valley Precinct” 
 

a.  The place has outstanding heritage value to the nation because of the place’s importance in the course, 

or pattern, of Australia’s natural or cultural history 

 

 “Currently, the Greater Blue Mountains is only recognised formally for World Heritage for its 

biodiversity, not for geodiversity, cultural heritage or scenic grandeur. Increasing evidence however 

indicates a strong case for considering all these aspects, both on a National and World Heritage basis, 

and for considering an extension of boundaries for the current World Heritage Area”. i.e. Cockfighter 

Valley Adjoining Grasslands, Rivers, Creeks add to their Holistic Cultural Heritage. 
 

b.  The place has outstanding heritage value to the nation because of the place’s possession of uncommon, 

rare or endangered aspects of Australia’s natural or cultural history. 

➢ Baiame Cave ‘Aboriginal Creator Spirit’ compared to Brazil’s ‘Cristo Redentor’ & US ‘Statute 

of Liberty’ characteristics  

➢ ‘Warkworth Aeolian Sands’ with their unique Flora & Forna. 
 

c The place has outstanding heritage value to the nation because of the place’s potential to yield 

information that will contribute to an understanding of Australia’s natural or cultural history 
 

➢ Baiame Cave ‘Aboriginal Creator Spirit’ & Bulga Bora - Indigenous GBMNP’s Art Songlines 

across Cockfighter Creek, Hunter River Environs including chronology of Tribal Types 

involved as Archaeology, Ice Maximus Science and DNA Studies evolve are better understood. 
 

d.  The place has outstanding heritage value to the nation because of the place’s importance in 

demonstrating the principal characteristics of: i. a class of Australia’s natural or cultural places. 

& e. The place has outstanding heritage value to the nation because of the place’s importance in exhibiting 

particular aesthetic characteristics valued by a community or cultural group 
 

➢ 1840- 1920 emergence to Colonial Australian Bush survival Skills and Physic Characteristics 
 

f.  The place has outstanding heritage value to the nation because of the place’s importance in 

demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at a particular period 
 

➢ Established Cockfighter Creek Family & Community Enclave in foreign Lands against 

Droughts, Fires & Floods by human Toil as Early Settlers; many as Convicts, or ex-Convicts. 

 

➢ NSW 1830’s Major Mitchell Roads, Inns Towns to Port Essington; 1826 Great West, South & 

North Roads, 1826 – 1836 Great North Road Convict Built (Part UNESCO Heritage Listed) 

built through to Cockfighter Creek (Warkworth) 1833-1836 Convict Cockfighter Creek Bridge & 

Jerrys Plains Convict Police Trooper Facilities; 1833 Saint Patricks Plains Mitchell Roads Inns & 

Villages- Wallis Plains (Maitland), Dalwood, Black Creek, Mount Thorley, Cockfighter Creek, Jerrys 

Plains, Merton, to Inland West (Golden Highway by 1903 Mr Greene connects ‘Fordwich to ‘Landra’ 

Glenfell); 1824 Ogilvie during Floods via Glendon, Neotsfield, Singleton Ford, …… to Merton; also 

the Route to NSW North -Port Essington; Ludwig Leichardt 1840’s. 
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g.  The place has outstanding heritage value to the nation because of the place’s strong or special 

association with a particular community or cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. 

 

 
  Note ‘Ravensworth Estate’ 1824 adjoins these C5 Convict Significant Modules 

 

Heritage Detailing Books: 

 
➢ ‘A History of Bulga’ Gateway to the Hunter Valley since 1820,  

     Bulga Milbrodale Progress Association Inc 2013 
 

➢ ‘Clarks of Cockfighter Creek since 1820,  

     Bulga Milbrodale Progress Association Inc 2013 
 

➢ ‘Warkworth via Singleton ’ Bill Greenhalgh 2007, Singleton Library Reference 

Digital Scan Original Book Dr Neville Hodkinson 2018 
 

➢ ‘ Broke Fordwich  1820- 1914 ‘ Elizabeth Collins, Stewart Mitchell Typed Feb 2023  

Handwritten Private Family Collection 
 

➢ ‘A History of Jerrys Plains’ Ian Webb Handwritten Copy Convict Road  

Digital Scan Collection SSHEG 2017 
 

➢ ‘A History of Jerrys Plains’ Ian Webb Handwritten Copy Convict Road  

Digital Scan Collection SSHEG 2017 
 

➢ ‘From Brook to Broke’ Anne Dunne 2012  

A History of Broke Fordwich  
 

➢ ‘Bulga Cultural Centre’ June 2016 Stewart Mitchell 7& Dr Neville Hodkinson PhD 
 

➢ Various Locations: Hay (1834) Lemington, Dights Crossing Stafford Clifford, 

Auckland, 1824, Gouldsville, Mount Thorley 1824, Mount Loder, Cobbs Hill 1830, etc 

 

➢ ‘Jerry’s Plains The First 100 Years’ Ellis 2003 

 

➢ ‘A Million Wild Acres’ Eric Rolls1981 
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h.  The place has outstanding heritage value to the nation because of the place’s special association with the 

life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in Australia’s natural or cultural history 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

200 Years Family linkage across Cockfighter Valley Precinct 
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i. The place has outstanding heritage value to the nation because of the place’s importance as part of 

Indigenous tradition. 
 

➢ Baiame Cave ‘Aboriginal Creator Spirit’ compared to Brazil’s ‘Cristo Redentor’ & US ‘Statute 

of Liberty’ characteristics  

 

➢ ‘Warkworth Aeolian Sands’ with their unique Flora & Forna 

 

➢ Baiame Cave ‘Aboriginal Creator Spirit’ & Bulga Bora - Indigenous GBMNP’s Art songlines 

across Cockfighter Creek, Hunter River Environs’ including chronology of Tribal Types. 

 

➢ National Heritage List -R.H Mathers 1890+ “Transcriptions Legacy” 

Lifetime Royal Society; Study of Indigenous Aboriginal Cultural Heritage. 

 

➢ National Heritage List “The Noble Camle Roy Tribe, Upper Hunter” Pages 

River joining Belvue, Scone & Village Reserve. 

(Taken “Possession” by Billy Murphy on 13 April 1871- to be confirmed by 

Legal Challenge in 2020’s.)  

 
  

Bulga Village view of  Horseshoe Lagoon ‘By-Yong’ 
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Criteria Two: Heritage Significance compared to other similar list items 

   : National Heritage List Great North Road & National Heritage Landscape 2010 

   : Geographic Significance-  

     -adjoins UNESCO GBMNPs & Gondwana Rainforests of Australia Significance 

   & Valley Shaped by Great Dividing Ranges and Valley Aeolian Sands 

 
 

SSHEG has since 2010 prosecuted in writing the Cultural Heritage Aboriginal, 

Colonial, Convict, Immigrant, and now Industrial Mining Significance specifically 

researching British and Colonial Archival Records and Cockfighter Creek Family 

Descendants Six and Seven Generation Precinct Lineage and their Family Records 

across 200 years as they see it their Family Duty now to preserve Hunter Valley 

Region Australia’s Cultural and Historic Heritage in our “National Estate”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://hunterlivinghistories.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/HVMRL-Souvenir-2.jpeg
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National Heritage List Criteria Response Topics outlined 
 

Criteria one:  Outstanding Heritage Value to the nation 

   

Criteria Two: Heritage Significance compared to other similar list items 

   : National Heritage List Great North Road & National Heritage Landscape 2010 

   : Geographic Significance-  

     -adjoins UNESCO GBMNPs & Gondwana Rainforests of Australia Significance 

   & Valley Shaped by Great Dividing Ranges and Valley Aeolian Sands 

 

Criteria Three: Patricks Plains role of current recognised International, National,   

        Regional and local Heritage Significance 

 

Criteria Four: Nomination requires more comprehensive information 

 

 

Cultural Viewpoint One 
 

“Patricks Plains Holistic Ancestral Heritage and the Cockfighter Creek Precinct” 

being the then “Satellite Sub Agricultural Colony cojoined along the Howe Track to 

Sydney Colony at Windsor after 1820”. 

 

 

Cultural Viewpoint Two 
 

“Patricks Plains pivotal role in 100 Years Landscape Progression via Howe (Bulgar) 

Track of Port Jackson Colony” 

 

Cultural Viewpoint Three 
 

“Cockfighter Creek Enclave role in 100 Years Landscape Progression of Port 

Jackson Colony”  

 

Cultural Viewpoint Four 
 

Community Health Holistic Cultural Heritage Vision 2010 Singleton Shire Healthy 

Environment Group 

 

Cultural Viewpoint Five 
 

 Chronology Port Jackson Colony Progression 

 
 

Early Australian Colonial Establishment across 100 years  

Reference Video YouTube 

 

https://youtu.be/Sv2fDRF2VOk 

  

https://youtu.be/Sv2fDRF2VOk
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National Heritage List Criteria Response Topics  
Criteria one: Outstanding Heritage Value to the Nation 

 

➢ “Cockfighter Valley Precinct” as National Heritage and National Estate 

Significance Recognition to assume its rightful Cultural Heritage & Landscape 

Cultural Progression place in Australia’s Port Jackson’s Colony Convict 

BondServants Cultural Heritage Period after 1820.  

(Compare-Sub Colony Grasslands, Rivers, Creeks) 
 

➢ “Saint Patricks Plains and Cockfighter Creek Enclave” as National Heritage and 

National Estate Significance of Adjoining Grasslands, Rivers & Creek Gully 

Valleys of UNESCO GBMNP’s to the South; across to Gondwana Rainforests 

of Australia to North; enclosed within the Great Dividing Ranges East Coast 

continuum. (Compare-Sub Colony Grasslands continuum GBMNP’s & Mt Royal) 
 

➢ Howe Track 1820 as National Heritage List and National Estate Recognition, 

being The Bulga Road 1824- Stock Route, Port Essington NSW Export Overland 

Vision 1845, Windsor Road & Darkie Creek 1900, Government Road- Bulgar, Jerrys 

Plains, Merton Village 1825, Travelling Stock Route then in Tandem with Convict 

Great North Road Cockfighter Creek Bridges 1836, Windsor Road & Darkie Creek 

1900, Putty Road 1892 Map, Putty Road1970.  

(Compare-List Great North Road & National Heritage Landscape 2010) 
 

➢ National Heritage List Convict built Great North Road & National Heritage 

Landscape 2010 

(Complete Convict Era concept -UNESCO World List Old Great North Road 

period 1826 to 1836 
 

➢ World & National Heritage List – Biame Culture Legacy East Coast Lethargy 
 Biame Cave Image, Saint Patricks Plains Boras, Emu Cave Legacy, Art & 

 Pecked Art Legacy. 

(Incorporate into UNESCO-World List GBMNP’s & Old Great North Road) 
 

➢ National Heritage List -R.H Mathers 1896 “Transcriptions Legacy”  

Lifetime Royal Society; Study of Indigenous Aboriginal Cultural Heritage. 
 

➢ Henry Dangar Dynasty National Heritage Significant Pioneer Person 1820 – 

1865; Saint Patricks Plains, Explorer, Pioneer Settler Family Dynasty 

“Neotsfield Estate” as National Heritage List Homestead. 
 

➢ National Heritage List “The Noble Camle Roy Tribe, upper Hunter” Pages 

River joining Belvue, Scone & Village Reserve. 

(Taken “Posession” by Billy Murphy on 13 April 1871- to be confirmed by 

Legal Challenge in 2020’s.)  
 

➢ Mary & William Ogilvie Merton Village Dynasty National Heritage Significant 

Pioneer Person 1824 – 1865; Merton Village Locality – 1830’s, centre upper 

Saint Patricks Plains, Pioneer Settler Family Dynasty  

➢  

➢ Mr Thomas Macqueen Dynasty National Heritage Significant Pioneer Persons 

1824 – 1865; Segenhoe Pioneer Agricultural Dynasty Locality - 1826, centre 

upper Saint Patricks Plains, Landscape Progression Legacy; Ravensworth  

James Bowman 1825 
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Cultural Viewpoint One 
 

“Patricks Plains Holistic Ancestral Heritage and the Cockfighter Creek Precinct” 

being the then “Satellite Sub Agricultural Colony cojoined along the Howe Track to 

Sydney Colony at Windsor after 1820”. 
 

 As advised in your Exhibit 3 Paragraph 4 first assessment period identified a 

specific need “To determine whether a place has ‘outstanding heritage value’ it is 

compared to other, similar types of places……..or if it is unique.”  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“To determine whether a place has ‘outstanding heritage value’ it is compared to 

other, similar types of places……..or if it is unique.” (2022 level of Detailing) 
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Bill Greenhalgh ‘Warkworth’ 2009 
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1824    Philip Thorley Homestead- Mount Thorley Inn, Flour Mill, Burial Site; 

Mt Thorley Cemetery, Mackerson Home, Jarvis House 

 

 
1980    Mt Thorley Open Cut Mine. RW Miller- then as Coal & Allied & Warkworth 
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Extracts from Henry Dangar’s 1822- 1826 Saint Patricks Plains Surveys 
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1830 Government Roads, Pioneer Settler Localities & Tracks 

 

 

 
 

‘Merton Village’ 
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Hunter River “Terraces”: Attention then turned to the Singleton area as reported by McCarthy and 

Davidson (1943); that is, the erosion of large quantities of artefacts along the 2oo-foot contour at a number of points in 

the near vicinity of the Hunter southwest of Singleton. In an attempt to establish the exact provenance from which these 

artefacts were eroding, during June 1966 several series of test trenches were dug into the shallow topsoil at a number of 

points on the 2oo-foot terrace and produced small quantities of material similar to that surface-collected by McCarthy 

and Davidson. Close inspection of the Hunter banks and lower terraces, both above and below Singleton, failed to 

reveal any evidence of Aboriginal activity.  

 
 

 

 

Sir Thomas Mitchell- “Of the aborigines he said that during the employment of them on 

surveys and explorations as guides and interpreters he had learnt to admire their “courage and 

resolution”, “their intelligence and judgment”, but most of all their “loyalty.” Referring to both 

groups he “praised the faithfulness, courage and endurance of the convicts and aborigines who 

served under him on his own expeditions.”  

  

Include Archaeological Deposits at Lemington site CM CD1 
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“The history of Jerrys Plains” Ian Ellis 2003 relates as follows:  
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Ten Years Progress of Community Cultural Heritage Initiatives 
 

Saint Patricks Plains Aboriginal, Colonial, Convict, Emigrant and Industry 

Cultural Heritage Museums Initiatives today across “Saint Patricks Plains” 
 

Museum to celebrate Indigenous culture 
ELIZABETH SYMINGTON  

OCTOBER 6, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  

 

A new cultural hub and museum is set to celebrate the heritage of the local 
Indigenous community. To be built in Cessnock, the Madoo Museum will house and 
showcase a rich collection of local Indigenous artefacts currently stored in various 
sites around the region. 
In addition, the renowned Morrison Collection – including canoes, stone axes, clubs, 
spears, boomerangs and hundreds of other artifacts from the Hunter Valley – will be 
relocated from the Australian Museum to the dedicated local site. 

Announced today, the development is being facilitated by a $6.3 million grant 
from the NSW Government to the Wonnarua Nation Aboriginal Corporation (WNAC). 
Chief Executive of WNAC, Laurie Perry, said that returning the Morrison Collection to 
the Hunter region was a massive outcome for the local Aboriginal population.  

The collection is named after Singleton-born newspaper owner, Alexander 
Morrison, who collected over 120 Aboriginal cultural objects at the turn of the 20th 
century, many coming from the St Clair mission, where Wonnarua Aboriginal families 
lived at the time. “This is a massive day for the Wonnarua Nation to have confirmation 
that the Morrison Collection will be coming home to the Hunter,” he said. “The 
creation of the Madoo Museum Cultural Hub will not only honour our people’s 
heritage and culture, it will provide the opportunity to grow local Aboriginal tourism 
and employment.”   

Hotel entrepreneur Dr Jerry Schwartz will provide land in Cessnock for 
construction.  Dr Schwartz is also proposing to build a revolving art gallery called 
‘Hart’s Art’ to house a major exhibition of paintings by artist Dan Hart depicting the 
plight of Aboriginals in Australia.    
 

 

https://newcastleweekly.com.au/author/esymington/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fnewcastleweekly.com.au%2Fmuseum-to-celebrate-indigenous-culture%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fnewcastleweekly.com.au%2Fmuseum-to-celebrate-indigenous-culture%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Museum+to+celebrate+Indigenous+culture&url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewcastleweekly.com.au%2Fmuseum-to-celebrate-indigenous-culture%2F&via=Newcastle+Weekly
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Museum+to+celebrate+Indigenous+culture&url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewcastleweekly.com.au%2Fmuseum-to-celebrate-indigenous-culture%2F&via=Newcastle+Weekly
mailto:?subject=Museum%20to%20celebrate%20Indigenous%20culture&body=https://newcastleweekly.com.au/museum-to-celebrate-indigenous-culture/
mailto:?subject=Museum%20to%20celebrate%20Indigenous%20culture&body=https://newcastleweekly.com.au/museum-to-celebrate-indigenous-culture/
https://newcastleweekly.com.au/museum-to-celebrate-indigenous-culture/
https://newcastleweekly.com.au/museum-to-celebrate-indigenous-culture/
https://australian.museum/learn/cultures/atsi-collection/hunter-valley/the-morrison-collection/
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2021 Bengalla Mine Coal & Allied Land for Upper Hunter Museum Project 
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1960’s Hunter Valley Museum of Rural Life in Lake Glen Gawn National Parks 
https://youtu.be/t0lGeKB8EX8 
 

Youtube 1966 Video  

 

   
 

  

https://youtu.be/t0lGeKB8EX8
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1974 Australian Infantry Museum Singleton Army Camp   

 

  
 

By the time a national School of Musketry was founded in 1911 to replace its colonial and state 
counterparts, Australians had already fought in several wars earning honours such as “Suakin 1885” 
and “South Africa 1899 – 1902”. Nevertheless, there was no museum to collect and preserve the 
Infantry experience of war. The School of Musketry’s first commandant and chief instructor, Major 
Francis Bede Heritage, sought to rectify this. He donated firearms from his personal collection to the 
school, which formed the foundation of the school's 'Small Arms' collection. 

On his return as commandant of the school in 1920, Colonel Heritage continued to expand and 
widen the scope of the collection. In 1921, Captain Ernest William Latchford, MC, on the staff of the 
school, received a quantity of Great War weapons from the Australian War Memorial, consisting of 
machine guns, grenades and revolvers of Great War vintage, including including many captured enemy 
weapons. 

With the departure of Colonel Heritage in 1922 the development of the collection continued 
under the direction of Captain Latchford, MC. Consequently, both galleries in the museum are named 
“Heritage” and “Latchford” in recognition of their great contribution. 

2016 Bulga Tourism Hub – “Bulga Culture Centre” 
 

                

The museum was relocated, to 

Singleton, New South Wales, with 

the Infantry Centre in late 1973 

and officially opened on 15th 

March 1974, by Sir Roden Cutler 

VC, Governor of New South 

Wales. In December of 1998, the 

museum came under the command 

of the Army History Unit and is 

now an integral part of the 

Australian Army History Unit. 
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Cultural Viewpoint Four 
 

Community Health Holistic Cultural Heritage Vision 2010 Singleton Shire Healthy 

Environment Group 
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