124 SUBJECT Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2 - Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) Submission by Council

REFERENCE F2022/00105 - D08831135

REPORT OF Project Officer
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4165 RESOLVED  (Noack/Siviero)

(a) That Council notes the submission (Attachment A) provided to the
Department of Planning and Environment on the Parramatta Light
Rail (PLR) Stage 2 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), noting
that the submission strongly supports the delivery of PLR Stage 2
(the Project) and includes the following key matters for
consideration:

1)  Council supports the alternate light rail alignment to the south
of the Sekisui site, but only if the light rail stop adjacent the
Ferry Wharf is retained, a spur line is constructed along Hill
Road to near the Ferry Wharf, and a full width active transport
link (ATL) is constructed by the Project enabling works
between the bridge ATL and the Ferry Wharf.

2) The EIS should rule out bridge construction methods which
do not meet the design principles. In accordance with the
Secretary's Environmental Assessment Requirements
(SEARs) for PLR Stage 2 the bridge structures in the Project
should be design-led, and not be left solely to the main
infrastructure design and construct process.

3) Council recommends to TINSW the provision of green track,
permeable paving and wire-free running in green space and
business areas as detailed in the submission.

4) The Project should place significant design-led emphasis on
mitigating the impacts of site cut and fill, to ensure that the
community retains convenient pedestrian crossing points over
and across the light rail line, for example, in Boronia Street.

5) The EIS Chapter 22 waste management strategy has a target
of 100% of clean/usable excavation spoil diverted from
landfill, and maximising reuse of spoil on site. The EIS impact
assessment of not managing spoil appropriately is wholly
inadequate, in that it omits the impact on public pathways,
roads, parks, and the like from the retention of an estimated
73,000 cubic metres of spoil. Direct construction evidence
from Stage 1 of the PLR demonstrates the adverse and
unsafe outcomes of this numeric approach.

6) The EIS planning approval must have a condition requiring
Secretary approval of a TINSW detailed cut and fill strategy
which justifies on a positive public domain outcome basis, the
amount and location of spoil to be retained along the
alignment, not as a set percentage of retention on site. This
work can be carried out by TINSW and stakeholders as part
of the urban design requirements report or incorporated into
pre-main-tender processes to provide reasonable certainty for
tenderers.



7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

The EIS planning approval should incorporate, in accordance
with the SEARs, a condition requiring that all spoil retention
during the design and construct phase of the Project be
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based on a design led process with a positive public domain
outcome basis.

TfNSW should create a community reference group which
includes representation from residents and businesses in
suburbs along the alignment, the purpose of that reference
group being in part to advise TINSW and contractors of
construction impacts, and to respond to TINSW with
recommendations to any contractor request for night work
and/or noise intensive work.

Council recommends that the protection of residential amenity
during light rail operation be a strong focus of the EIS,
employing world class practices to minimise ground-borne
vibration, ground-borne noise and airborne noise from rail
operation. This is particularly relevant where the track runs
through existing green spaces.

TINSW develop within PLR Stage 2 a suitable track insert to
assist the Project to provide seamless, coherent, visible, and
safe pedestrian and cycle access throughout and adjacent to
the PLR corridor.

The Project not worsen existing flood impacts along the
alignment, and stormwater upgrade works be the subject of
close engagement between TINSW and Council, to avoid
duplication of work and unnecessary cost.

The loss of existing street parking during construction, and
permanently, particularly in Wentworth Point, with little
requirement for effective management of worker vehicles.

There is no clear strategy to manage residual land,
particularly to offset impacts of loss of parking along the
route.

The EIS canvasses sea level rise across the life of the
Project. Wentworth Point is presently significantly impacted
by stormwater events at relatively low rainfall levels. The
Project should not construct elevated track embankments
which may divert storm water or sea level rise into the
residential area of the suburb.

Stage 2 of the PLR proposes to remove over double the

number of trees than Stage 1. The EIS Addendum report
should outline measures to preserve mature canopy, and
provide full justification for tree removal in a tree register
along with possible design mitigation measures.



16) We call on both Government and Opposition to bring forward
the date of completion as 2031 is too late given the projected
population increase in the new few years.

(b) Further, that TINSW improve the process of assessment, design
and community engagement in respect of Project impact on
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heritage items and heritage precincts, by completing and
publishing heritage assessments before the relevant infrastructure
contract is let, and enabling full community consultation on the
impact and outcomes for the heritage item(s).

In accordance with section 375A of the Local Government Act a Division
of votes is recorded on this planning matter.

DIVISION A division was called, the resulf being:-

AYES: Councillors Bradley, Darley, Davis, Esber, Green,
Humphries, Maclean, Noack, Pandey, Prociv, Siviero,
Valjak and Wang

The planning proposal moved by Councillor Noack and seconded by
Councillor Siviero was CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.



