
To ParramattaLightRail

Due to issues with the online portal, I am sending this Submission by email.

Submission 1 81 South St Rydalmere

We have had little to no communications about this project. I have spoken to the neighbours in South St and no one seems to be aware of
the removal of street parking and the position of the stops. Either were we part of the community survey which seems odd since you are
proposing the stop adjacent to our residences. To be honest we are all working flat stick just to keep afloat this day, so you may have sent
stuff but we are all missing it.

We have invested in a rear driveway off Dorothy St to help keep our boats off the street however with the removal of parking along South
St this will congest adjacent Roads like Dorothy. It is already narrow so with increased parking  it will be impossible to get our boats and
cars in or out of our driveway safely. This means we will have to park in the South St driveway which is where we have serious concern for
the position of the Nowill St Stop. To avoid being booked (sorry cant quote the legislation) we have to reverse the boats up and unhitch
from the car to avoid taking up the adjacent area. Looking at the map the road appears to be very narrow beside the stop and with the
hinderance of the of obstacles like  powerpoles it will be impossible to reverse a boat up safely into position in the driveway. Your own
photo of the stop shows two boats in our drive!

There is a real issue with the lack of parking for residence that needs to be sorted and the position of the Nowill St but please be aware
that like much of Sydney this neighbourhood is struggling after all the Covid lockdowns and now with the insane cost of living its hard
enough to just keep our heads above water so there isn’t a lot of time to read all the gov jargon and fill out submissions that no one reads.

SUBMISSION 2:
 Parramatta Light Rail Project and impacts on boating access to Parramatta River and Sydney Harbour
We are concerned:

the NSW Government has ignored concerns raised by the Boating Industry Association and local residents more than a year ago
regarding significant impacts on access to the waterways and Sydney Harbour;
the EIS describes the reduced access to the waterways as delivering social disruption, stress, along with damage to health and
wellbeing … without appropriate solutions to this social (and economic) disruption;
the State Government in the EIS acknowledges Future Transport as a guiding strategy for the project but this appears to be lip
services as there is no indication of a well-considered package of alternatives and or solutions to the potential disruption and fails to
meet the goal of ‘improving access for all boaters on the State’s waterways’; furthermore, the EIS indicates there could be a net loss
of trailerboat access/ parking post project completion. 
The NSW Government will:

prevent people for approximately three years from accessing the Parramatta River and Sydney Harbour at a safe, convenient
and accessible location designed and built for that purpose;
force people to use Rhodes or Kissing Point which are unsafe for large vessels and have insufficient trailer parking to
accommodate the additional of usage flowing from Ermington;
force people to tow further afield adding to congestion, stress, access and parking issues elsewhere;
force people into already pressure areas for example Kissing Point which has an adjacent park that can lead to a number of
single cars taking up available slots for activities to do not involve launching or retrieving a boat, which is the purpose of the
facility; and
permanently reduce the available access and parking at Ermington Boat Ramp post construction for an ‘operational building’
in a valuable waterfront location.

The NSW Government has not provided appropriate solutions or alternatives for people in Western Sydney and surrounding areas
for having their access cut off for three years to what is the finest harbour in the world. This is compounded by the EIS which states:
‘However, most users are expected to adapt and move to other areas on the river further from construction activities, which would
reduce the intensity of impacts.’

Unfortunately, this suggests the tactic is to wait for the boating public to give up thereby negating the level of concern by the
NSW Government.

The NSW Government is going to disrupt public amenity and access so that a construction company can have accommodations and
carparking on public lands which were designated for public use with facilities designed and built by the waterfront to provide people
with access to the Parramatta River and Sydney Harbour.    

The Ermington Boat Ramp has high value to industry and boating public who reside within an hour or more in some cases from this
access point to the key waterways of Sydney and Sydney Harbour itself. The demographic impact includes, but not limited to, people of
Western Sydney. The ramp is the one of the best in Sydney to access the waterways of Sydney Harbour. The variety of boats include
motorboats, row boats, paddle craft and sailing craft. Many of these participate in fishing.

The EIS Social Impact Statements continues: ‘Construction of the bridge between Melrose Park and Wentworth Point would take place
adjacent to the Ermington Boat Ramp, which would be closed for up to three years. During this time, recreational users would need to
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access Parramatta River from other nearby boat ramps. The closest alternate ramps are:

• Silverwater Boat Ramp – located in Silverwater around five kilometres or eight minutes’ drive

• Rhodes Boat Ramp – located in Rhodes around five kilometres or ten minutes’ drive

• Kissing Point Park Boat Ramp – located in Putney around six kilometres or 15 minutes' drive.
However, Silverwater Boat Ramp would not be able to be used to access areas of Parramatta River downstream of Wentworth Point for a
period of up to three months when the navigation channel is closed for construction of the bridge between Melrose Park and Wentworth
Point. During this period, the Rhodes or Kissing Point Park boat ramps (or those further east toward Sydney Harbour) would need to be
used.

None of these boat ramps have the same level of parking provisions as the Ermington Boat Ramp, which has 52 boat trailer car parking
spaces, and 62 spots in total. The car park at Ermington Boat Ramp would be reinstated following construction, however the presence of
the project’s operational infrastructure has the potential to result in a permanent reduction of about 10 boat trailer parking spaces. This
reduction in trailer parking may inconvenience users and could deter some users from participating in recreational boating and water
sports at this location, which was raised by some social impact survey respondents as a concern.

The reduction in boat trailer parking at the ramp has the potential increase the overflow parking activity in surrounding local streets, which
could increase existing amenity issues. Reduced participation in boating and recreational activities could impact quality of life and
wellbeing for some. Increased use of the Silverwater, Rhodes and Kissing Point Park boat ramps could result in increased traffic
congestion and reduced availability of parking spaces, which may inconvenience other users and decrease pedestrian safety.

Ermington Boat Ramp services a large proportion of recreational and boat-based fishers from an area 45in drive (or more) away. If the
boating public were to lose access to the Ermington/Wharf Road Boat Ramp, the other ramps upriver could not sustain the increased
numbers nor have the facilities to offer. To highlight the concerns, it is not uncommon at this ramp to wait up to 30 mins to launch/ retrieve
your boat due to its popularity.

Ermington/Wharf Rd Boat Ramp has the ability to park 53 cars and trailers in marked bays, with the further ability to park another 20-25 on
surrounding grass areas.  During popular times, on weekends and during midweek, it is common to see overflow parking from the boat
ramp into the surrounding residential streets. This ramp also has the ability to launch and retrieve three vessels at a time.  It has a toilet
facility, a fish cleaning facility and a generous floating pontoon area for safe access to less experienced operators.

The EIS states the Project references key state significant government strategies which includes Future Transport Strategy C4.8 Create
safer waterway access and infrastructure. 

Under this ‘strategic direction’ endorsed by the Minister, where C stands for Connecting our Customers, the commitment is as follows: The
NSW Government is committed to improving access for all boaters on the State’s waterways. We have already made significant
investments to improve boating access, infrastructure and amenities, dredge navigable waterways and install navigation aids. We will
continue to deliver in these areas through programs such as the Maritime Infrastructure Stimulus and Boating Now programs. We will also
activate maritime and foreshore precincts to attract more visitors and private investment. The NSW Government also has a role in
balancing the increasing demand for on-water storage, with the impacts of moorings on the environment. We must also ensure people
have safe and responsible access to the water.

RECOMMENDATION:
That the Project Team (NSW Government & Contract Builder) note the above and for the duration of the construction period impacting
Ermington Boat Ramp to deliver the following: 

1. to not close Ermington Boat Ramp for the duration of the construction period which could be approximately three years;
2. if absolutely necessary, to not totally close Ermington Boat Ramp for the duration of the construction period;

a. for example to provide managed access for vehicles towing or carrying boats in order to continue to support access the
waterway and Sydney Harbour

3. to not disenfranchise the public and restrict access to the waterway and Sydney Harbour, in order for the Ermington Boat Ramp site
to accommodate project site sheds or offices, and or project car parking at a high-value waterfront location;

a. if such operational occupation is needed, use a site of less public amenity and public value by the waterfront;
3. to ensure alternative and adequate launching facilities are identified that can accommodate the range of vessel types, with

appropriate access and parking space
4. to ensure there are appropriate traffic management plans in place at Ermington Boat Ramp and any alternate boat ramps which

incorporate the following:
a. access and parking appropriate to accommodate increased use due to restrictions at Ermington Boat Ramp
b. an appropriate funded and sustained education campaign to raise awareness amongst the impacted public
c. an appropriate compliance approach which enables people to access and park in and around these sites

5. that if the closure regrettably proceeds, Transport for NSW (the regulator for vehicles, vessels and trailers) provides owners of
registered boats within a 60min drive of Ermington Boat Ramp with the following:

a. 50% discount on registration fees
b. 50% discount on licence fees
c. 50% discount on any Tolls accumulated in using alternate ramps to access the waterway and Sydney Harbour

Regards Al McGlshan
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This email is intended only for the addressee and may contain confidential information. If you receive this email in error please delete it and any attachments and notify the
sender immediately by reply email. Transport for NSW takes all care to ensure that attachments are free from viruses or other defects. Transport for NSW assume no liability for
any loss, damage or other consequences which may arise from opening or using an attachment.
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