


Karen Harragon 

Director, Social and Infrastructure Assessments, 

Department of Planning and Environment 

New South Wales Government. 

Dear Karen Harragon, 

Greenwich NSW 2065 

20/10/2022 

Redevelopment of Greenwich Hospital (Concept) Modification 1 (SSD-8699-Mod-1) 

A new need to scrutinize this development would depend on a discovering of a 

misunderstanding of facts already examined. 

That Katie Formston and the Hammond Care workers have not been prepared to give me 

written answers to simple questions precipitates my concern. 

Last night at the Greenwich Community Association meeting the Lane Cove Mayor could 

quote the file number for the Traffic Study for the development but would not acknowledge 

the local constituents knowledge that River Road is already VERY busy. The Mayor just says 

that the traffic report says that there is not a problem. 

Both the Lane Cove Mayor and Deputy Mayor stated that their planning department was 

inadequate to deal with their responsibilities. Ratepayers cited numerous instances where 

other council officers gave wrong advice. 

SSD: State Significant Development. SEPP: State Environment Planning Policy. - monikers 

which, upfront, have been applied to this Greenwich Hospital project and, in my view, need 

to be re-assessed. These decisions are crucial to Hammond Care planning an unsuitable 

Development. Trouble is you may not wish to or be able to bring the decision makers to 

re-assess their logic. 

The start of the Ethos Urban submission; and its final sentence ..... "We have no hesitation in 

recommending that this Section 4.55(1A) modification be approved as submitted" is spin. 

I urge you and the team to scrutinize the conception of Greenwich Hospital proposals. 

Enclosed. My recent letters to Hammond care . Article by Parnell Palme/McGuiness 



Greenwich NSW 2065 

27/04/2022 

Ms Katie Formston 

Head of Design, Property and Capital Works, 

Hammond Care. 

Dear Ms Formston, 

I attended your presentation to the Greenwich Community Association on 

Wednesday 20/04/2022 about the proposed Hammond Care's Greenwich Health Campus. 

I understood you to say that there is no other facility with these features in Australia, 

though a similar one is being built in Victoria. Are there any others in the World? 

If the design is so good, why have others not been built? Your revelation of "Seniors Living" 

for the occupants to access 24 hour medical help could be your explanation. 

But you said that the "Seniors Living" section was not respite care. Your plan has a separate 

place for respite care. 

I understood you to say that people using the "Seniors Living" may choose to live there for 

only a short time before returning to their home. Is the "Seniors Living" emergency 

accommodation? 

You provided no detailed plans of the internal layout of the "Seniors Living" buildings. 

If one needs complex care and one is not in hospital or respite care it is probably healthier 

to live in the wider community rather than an unattractive six story block relatively remote 

from the wider community. 

There has been consideration in the community that the campus "Seniors Living" will 

become an income stream which makes this Hammond Care Health Campus financially 

viable. Also, this form of accommodation could be suitable for the large number of hospital 

and respite care staff who will have public transport difficulties. 

My conclusion is that Hammond Care may have inadvertently duped the authorities into 

allowing this project traction. Why did you not provide details of the "Seniors Living" layout 

at this stage and when will you provide those details? 

Yours faithfully, 



Greenwich NSW 2065 

16/06/2022 

Ms Katie Formston 

Head of Design, Property and Capital Works, 

Hammond Care, 

4/207B Pacific Highway, 

St Leonards NSW 2065 

Dear Ms Formston, 

I delivered by hand a letter to you at the same address as on this letter, early on the 

morning of April 28th 2022. I enclose a copy of that letter. 

I have not received a reply. 

My imagination has me thinking the worst. An absence of reply implies an inability to 

concede wrong doing to the community. That your reputation and by extension that of 

Hammond Care is diminished. 

Was the original edict that the hospital site be used only as a hospital? Yes/No 

Are the residential buildings for use by the hospital? Yes/No 

If Yes, for what use? 

Are the residential buildings for essentially healthy "Senior People"? Yes/No 

How old is "Senior" old? 

Has the original edict been declared no longer a law? Yes/No 

How many people will live in the residential buildings? 

Perhaps if you, yourself, feel unable to answer, your public relations helper who attended 

the GCA meeting could reply and, if necessary, give me relief by correcting my thinking. 

Yours faithfully, 



Greenwich NSW 2065 

15/09/2022 

Mr Kelvin Bissett 
Hammond Care, 
Greenwich Hospital Re-Development, 
Public Affairs Manager 
Lvl. 4, 207B Pacific Highway 
St Leonards NSW 2065 

Dear Mr Bissett, 

Councillor Merri Southwood has contacted me to inform me that you wished to make 
contact. 

I assume that the Hammond Care Head of Design, Property and Capital Works, Ms Katie 
Formston, initiated your assignment to contact me. 

The two, enclosed, copies of letters that I sent her should give the background to my 

concerns. You will notice that my address is on the letters. 

Yours faithfully, 



Greenwich NSW 2065 

04/10/2022 

Mr Kelvin Bissett 

Public Affairs Manager, 

Hammond Care 

Level 4, 207B Pacific Highway 

St Leonards NSW 2065 

Dear Kelvin Bissett, 

Co-incidentally your letter to me (26 September 2022) arrived on the same day that the 

NSW Department of Planning notified me that Katie Formston had submitted a modification 

application for re-development of Greenwich Hospital. 

I believe the answers to my questions should be brief. A few words, - which could be 

written in the gaps between typed questions and returned by post, if you choose. I would 

not mind. 

For me, a face to face discussion would be unsatisfactory in comparison to a few written 

words, and that process would probably save our time. 

Yours faithfully, 

Enclosed: Copies of my letters/questions to Ms Katie Formston. 
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