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PROJECT: MEADOWBANK SCHOOLS PROJECT  

RE:  SDRP SESSION 03 – 08.08.18 

Landscape
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Amenity of internal learning spaces
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PROJECT: Meadowbank Public School, Meadowbank 

RE:  SDRP SESSION 24 – 06.02.19 (fourth review) 

 

Dear Justin, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review the above project. Please find a summary 
of advice and recommendations arising from the design review session held on 
06.02.19.  
The panel appreciates the opportunity to review the revised design for this project 
at an early stage. 
 
The panel supports the revised approach for this project. In particular, the 
following aspects of the design proposal are supported: 
 

1. Simpler and clearer building forms and organisation on the site; 
2. The application of a regular grid system with the ability to provide flexibility 

within the internal spaces; 
3. Simpler vertical circulation; 
4. Connectivity between buildings and access to the landscape; 
5. Conceptual landscape approach which includes generous planting on and 

through the building; 
6. Integration of the school buildings with the TAFE campus and the broader 

precinct masterplan; 
7. Basic sustainability approach including slender buildings, orientation and 

opportunities for passive design; 
8. Community access to school facilities; 
9. Concentration of uses and circulation along the TAFE shared corridor and 

link across the railway. The option of a tunnel crossing is not supported. 

 
The following commentary provides advice for improving the project: 
 

1. Investigate how differentiation between primary and high school spaces 
and the specificity of learning environments can be achieved within the 
regular grid layout. 

2. The scheme is defined by a singular large outdoor space – articulate how 
this slope will be used and how will definition for different age groups be 
achieved. 

3. Clarify and illustrate the design and function of gathering spaces to cater 
for 2,500+ students as well as the larger community both during and 
outside of school hours. 

4. Clarify how the slope interfaces with the sides of the building, how will 
access to natural light be achieved for the library and other areas within or 
next to the slope. 

5. Clarify the relationship between inside and outside across the central 
landscape and whether this is achieved through terraces or sloping 
ground planes. 

14 February 2019 

 
Justin Barrett 
Senior Project Director 

Schools Infrastructure NSW 
 
Via email – 

Justin.barrett6@det.nsw.edu.
au 
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6. Clarify the vertical circulation strategy and whether this will be achieved 
with a central lift core or a series of lifts. 

7. Clarify issues around 1:100 PMF, including impact on location, design and 
serviceability of lifts. 

8. Clarify how the envisioned building planting will be installed and how 
these areas will be reached for ease of maintenance, noting that 
management may be outsourced to a third party. 

9. Investigate and detail opportunities to incorporate aboriginal cultural 
heritage, the story of the existing landscape with its submerged creek, 
and how this story can be told through the building and landscape 
treatments. 

10. Develop a whole-of-site stormwater, OSD and irrigation strategy for all 
outdoor areas. Investigate options for integrating waterflows and detention 
as part of the landscape/active play areas.  

11. Pursue opening up of the pinch point at the eastern end of the buildings 
and clarify circulation at the entry to both primary and high schools. 

12. Minimise and seek to eliminate perimeter fencing. Investigate options for 
utilising the building as the secure line and options for camouflaging 
fences within the landscape where they cannot be removed. 

13. Investigate options for use of the rooftop as a trafficable space and/or 
landscape area. 

 
The following material should be provided at the next SDRP: 
 

1. Detail floor plans, cross sections and 3D views, including detail typical 
cross sections at the interface between the building and the ‘sloped’ 
landscape. 

2. Detail landscape plan clearly indicating existing and new planting, levels, 
shade structures, materials and finishes proposed, indoor/outdoor 
relationships, access and circulation. 

3. Detail sustainability strategies including solar access diagrams and 
sections of both internal and external spaces at equinox and solstices. 

 
Please contact GANSW Design Advisor, Carol Marra 
(Carol.Marra@planning.nsw.gov.au), if you have any queries regarding this 
advice. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Olivia Hyde 
Acting Government Architect NSW 
Chair, SDRP 
 

CC 
NSW SDRP Panel members Ashley Dunn, Matthew Pullinger, Mark Tyrell, Olivia 

Hyde (Chair – GANSW) 

GANSW Design Advisor 

DPE 

 

Carol Marra  

Jason Maslen 

Schools Infrastructure NSW Karissa Kendall, Carmen Debsieh 

Woods Bagot Pty Ltd Ian Lomas, Georgia Singleton, Sam De Jongh 

Blue Visions Management Pty Ltd Howard Morris 

Urbis Pty Ltd Mark Kuhne 
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PROJECT: Meadowbank Public School, Meadowbank 

RE:  SDRP SESSION 27 – 27.03.19 (fifth review) 

 

Dear Justin, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review the above project. Please find a summary 
of advice and recommendations arising from the design review session held on 
27.03.19.  
 
The panel supports the general direction of design development for this project. 
The following commentary provides advice and recommendations for the project: 
 

1. The central landscape space between the two buildings requires further 
clarification and resolution to demonstrate an equivalent level of precision 
and buildability as the architecture proposal. 

2. Clarify access for maintenance, erosion control and planting scheme for 
the various slopes (1:2, 1:3) proposed, noting that concerns were raised 
for any slope greater than 1:4. 

3. Illustrate options for connecting the central landscape space to the Library 
levels, both visually and physically. 

4. Clarify the ESD proposal with regards to zoning, location of plants, peak 
and non-peak loads, and acoustic treatments/natural ventilation. 

5. Clarify and illustrate how the circulation of 2000+ students is expected to 
be distributed across the site. 

6. Clarify extent of rooftop to be used as a trafficable space and landscape 
area. 

7. Clarify extent and design of fencing throughout the site. 
 
The panel recommends the project proceed to an in-house review at GANSW on 
10.04.19, 2.30-4.00pm, with the following material provided: 
 

1. Detail cross and long sections demonstrating resolution of the items 
raised for the central landscape. 

2. Detail landscape plans addressing the items above. 
3. Details of the sustainability strategies addressing the items above. 

 
Please contact GANSW Design Advisor, Carol Marra 
(Carol.Marra@planning.nsw.gov.au), if you have any queries regarding this 
advice. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Olivia Hyde 

02 April 2019 

 
Justin Barrett 
Senior Project Director 

Schools Infrastructure NSW 
 
Via email – 

Justin.barrett6@det.nsw.edu.
au 
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Director of Design Excellence 
Chair, SDRP 
 

CC 
NSW SDRP Panel members Ashley Dunn, Matthew Pullinger, Mark Tyrell, Olivia 

Hyde (Chair – GANSW) 

GANSW Design Advisor 

DPE 

 

Carol Marra  

Jason Maslen 

Schools Infrastructure NSW Karissa Kendall, Carmen Debsieh 

Woods Bagot Pty Ltd Ian Lomas, Georgia Singleton 

Blue Visions Management Pty Ltd Howard Morris 

Urbis Pty Ltd Mark Kuhne 
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