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1 INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 This ‘Arboricultural Statement’ is in reference to a Request for Information (RFI) in relation to the Development Application (DA) for the proposed 
Reptile & Amphibian Conservation Centre (RACC). This statement specifically responds to the following RFI. 

 
a. In accordance with the recommendation in the Arborist Report, provide a transplanting feasibility study for six trees proposed for relocation (9,10,16,21,23 & 

24), including adequate contingencies if transplanting is not feasible.  

b. A cumulative assessment into the number of trees removed (including level of significance) and replacement trees (endemic and nonendemic).  
 

2 STATEMENT 
 

2.1 Response to RFI 1.1.a. 
 

 Sydney Arbor Trees Pty Ltd conducted a site visit on the 21st of September 2021 with members from Taronga Zoo Paul De Alwis (Project Manager) and 
Ben Zerbes (Manager Horticulture), and members from Context Landscape Architects including Jane Rumble (Senior Landscape Architect). 

 
 Trees 9 & 10 Ficus craterostoma (Blunt-leaved Forest Figs), palm 16 Howeia forsteriana (Kentia palm), and palms 21,23 & 24 Livistona australis 

(Cabbage Tree Palms) were assessed for transplanting feasibility. All have been assessed to be within the good health range, good condition range, 
and have a medium to high estimated life expectancy. 

 
 The proposed transplanting locations for trees 9 & 10 and palms 21 & 24 as outlined within Appendix 1, the ‘Tree Retention & Removal Plan’ Drawing 

L_1002 (C) produced by Context Landscape Architecture dated 30th September 2021 is supported and identified as feasible. The locations will support 
above and below ground future growth and increase the amenity of the proposed development and aid in maintaining the overall canopy cover to the 
site. 

 
 Palms 16 & 23 are proposed to be transplanted within the adjacent ‘Camel Exhibit’ as shown within Appendix 2, with a current a proposal to procure 

palm species for this exhibit. The proposed location is shown within the attached site map as a markup showing the indicative locations. 
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 A transplanting methodology statement shall be produced by a suitably experienced and qualified Arborist or tree transplanting specialist prior to 
transplantation and be approved by the project Arborist. 

 
 

 Where transplanting is unsuccessful, and the subject trees or palms fail to survive the transplanting process it is proposed that suitable replacements 
be at an offset requirement of 2:1. Replacement trees or palms should be of a pot size no less than 500 Litre and be planted in locations that support 
above and below ground future growth. 

 

2.2 Response to RFI 1.1.b. 
 

 The following table taken from ‘Sydney Arbor Trees 2021-Reptile & Amphibian Conservation Centre Arboricultural Impact Assessment dated 2nd July 
2021 Section 4.1.2 outlines the number of tree species and their significance within the landscape. 

 

2.2.1.1 Summary of Tree Retention & Removal 
 

TREE RETENTION AND REMOVAL  
Retention 

Value 

High 
Priority 

for 
Retention 

 Medium 
Consider 

for 
Retention 

 Low 
Consider 

for 
Removal 

 Remove 
Priority 

for 
Removal 

 

 

Retained 
Tree that 
may be  

impacted  

 

1,2,3,4,5,6. 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

11,12, 
52,53,54,55, 

58,59,59a,59b,60. 

 

 

 
Priority 

for 
Transplant 

 
9,10,16,21,23,24. 

   

 
Tree to be 
Removed  

 
13,14,15,17,19,20, 

22,65,66. 

 
18,42,43,63. 

 
7,8, 

25,26,27,28,29, 
31,32,32a,33,34,35, 
36,37,38,39,40,41, 
44,45,46,47,48,48a, 
49,50,51,51a,51b, 
56,57,61,62,64,67. 

 

 
30. 

Table 1 
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 The following proposed off-set strategy is recommended to replace the proposed tree removals of the site. 

 

2.2.2.1 The High Significance trees 13,14,15,17,19,20,22,65 & 66 shall be replaced at an off-set ratio of 2:1, with 2 x 100 litre pot size tree species for every 
High Significance tree removed. 

2.2.2.2 The Medium Significance trees 18,42,43 & 63 shall be replaced at an off-set ratio of 2:1, with 2 x 75 litre pot size tree species for every Medium 
Significance tree removed. 

2.2.2.3 The Low Significance trees 7,8,25,26,27,28,29,31,32,32a,33,34,35,36,37,38,39,40,41,44,45,46,47,48,48a,49,50,51,51a,51b,56,57,61,62,64,67 & 30 
shall be replaced at an off-set ratio of 1:1, with 1 x 25 litre pot size tree species for every Low Significance tree removed. 

 
 All replacement tree species shall be supplied in accordance with. 

2.2.3.1 Australian Standard (AS2303:2018) Tree stock for landscape use, and 

2.2.3.2 Natspec ‘Specifying Trees-A Guide to Assessment of Tree Quality’ 
 

 All replacement tree species shall be locally endemic or non-endemic and correspond to the natural habitat of the species of reptile or amphibian of 
the proposed exhibits where planted within an exibit. 

 
 All replacement tree species shall be planted in locations that support above and below ground future growth. 

 

2.3 All recommendations and guidance outlined within the ‘Sydney Arbor Trees 2021-Reptile & Amphibian Conservation Centre Arboricultural Impact 
Assessment dated 2nd July 2021 including the ‘Site Specific Tree Protection Strategy’ must be adhered to in order to successfully protect tree species 
during the conduct of the proposed development.  
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If you have any questions regarding this statement or require any further information, please contact me on the details below 
 
 

Regards, 
   
   
 
 
 

Mathew Phillips   
AQF-5 Consulting Arborist   
Dip. Arboriculture   
Quantified Tree Risk Assessor ID. 6067 
E: mathew@sydneyarbor.com.au 
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3 Appendices 
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3.1 Appendix 1 Context Landscape Architects Tree Removal & Retention Plan 
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Appendix 2 Proposed Transplanting Location for palms 16 & 23 
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Palm 16 (Existing) 

Palm 23 (Existing) 

Palm 16 (Proposed) 

Palm 23 (Proposed) 
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