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18" August 2021

ATTENTION: Rose-Anne Hawkeswood

Team Leader

NSW Department of Planning, Infrastructure, and Environment
GPO Box 39

SYDNEY NSW 2001

SUBMISSION VIA NSW PLANNING PORTAL

Re: BOWDENS SILVER PROJECT (AMENDMENT REPORT) - APPLICATION
NUMBER SSD-5765

Dear Rose-Anne,

Attached is the Objection by Lue Action Group (LAG) to the Amendment as lodged by
Bowden'’s Silver Project (Bowden’s) to State Significant Development [SSD] — 5765 detailed
within the Amendment Report for the Bowdens Silver Project (R.W. Corkery & Co. Pty.
Limited, July 2021).

The Amendment proposes to modify 3.5 kilometres of the existing No. 5A3 Bayswater to Mt
Piper and 5A5 Wollar — Mt Piper 500kV transmission line. The realignment seeks to establish
10 to 14 new steel towers, each approximately 45m to 60m high within a cleared 70m
corridor.

LAG has reviewed the application and formally objects to the Amendment as presented by
Bowdens in accordance with the following aspects.

(i) Visual Impacts

LAG have engaged Engeny to verify concerns and quantify Visual Impacts from the
realignment of the 500kV transmission line. A copy of the assessment is appended to this
Submission as Attachment 1. The assessment undertaken by Engeny utilises landform relief
and information provided within the Amendment as submitted by Bowdens in determining
its conclusions.

The cross-sections as undertaken by Engeny and included below highlight concerns
maintained by LAG relating to the visual impact from the realignment.
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The Amendment as submitted by Bowdens (July 2021) indicates that Visual Impacts from the

realignment will be insignificant.
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“The 500kV transmission line is a substantial item of infrastructure in the landscape east of
Lue and its slight re-alignment and construction of new towers would not change the overall
character of the transmission line when viewed from Lue and surrounds.” (RW Corkery, July
2021).

In what appears to be a significant discrepancy within their conclusions, Engeny determined
that the Visual Impact from the realignment to be extremely significant to the Village of Lue
and its surrounding areas.

“Based on this analysis it is expected that approximately 50% of the proposed re-aligned
power transmission line will be clearly visible from the vast majority if not all receivers in the
Lue Village and surrounding area. This represents a significant change the viewshed
characteristics for the Lue Village and surrounding receivers, compared to the current
situation.”

Whilst the review undertaken by Engeny is focused primarily on the 500kV Transmission line
infrastructure, i.e., towers and lines, an increased visual impact affectation area would be
anticipated with consideration to the 70m clearing easement required to provide for the
realignment.

(ii) Consultation

LAG maintains ongoing concerns regarding the transparency and accuracy of information
disseminated by Bowdens.

“No specific engagement with the general public has been undertaken during preparation of
this document” (Amendment Report, RW Corkery - July 2021).

Further to the absence of consultation undertaken during the preparation and submission of
the Amendment, in correspondence of the 14" May 2021 Bowdens provided an update to
the community regarding the project’s status and future works, yet made no reference to or
indication regarding the intention to lodge an Amendment to the EIS (provided as
Attachment 2).

Indeed, it is only through notification by the Department and subsequent consultation
undertaken by LAG, that numerous members of the Lue Community are aware of the
Amendment and the potential for visual and amenity impacts to their properties from the
application.

(iii) Incomplete or Failure to Lodge a Complete Application

Within its Submission dated 27 July 2020 to SSD 5765, LAG identified numerous technical
deficiencies within the Bowdens application as detailed below:

Table 1: Significant Project Failings

No. Issue
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1. Acceptability of the application for SSD under the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act
1979

. Failure to demonstrate a legally permissible methodology for supplying water to support
its operations.

. Failure to address water pollution to surface and groundwaters from the Tailing Storage
Facility.

. Failure to assess surface water impacts of the proposed water supply pipeline.

*  Failure to assess the impacts of both the powerline re-alignment and
powerline supply for the Project.

®  Failure to assess the impacts to the Koala population from the Project in accordance with
the Koala Recovery Plan.

2. Unacceptable Health Impacts

*  The assessment of Health-Related Impacts from lead and other sources does not reflect
the high in situ levels of lead in the ore body and inherently high bio-accessibility rates for
the lead.

*  The proximity of the proposed operations to residential areas (including but not limited
to the Lue village which is located 1.9km from the proposed mining operations).

Whilst this Amendment does in part address LAG’s concerns relating to the presentation of
a complete and transparent application for the assessment of the 500kV Transmission line
relocation, the continued omission by Bowden’s to the provision of an adequate Power
Supply highlights the significant deficiencies and ill-considered nature of this application.

In what should be considered fundamental component of the development of the Project,
LAG is concerned the ongoing failure by Bowdens to complete a comprehensive application
is reflective of the company’s inability to operate a mine with the complexities presented
within SSD 5765 and the sensitive environment within which the project is proposed.

(iv) Amenity of Adjoining Residents (including Noise & Dust impacts)

The Amendment by Bowdens assumes that the realignment works will be undertaken under
the provisions of ‘Construction Works’ in accordance with the EPA’s Interim Construction
Noise Guideline.

“The mitigation and management measures that would be adopted during the re-alignment
of the transmission line are largely an extension of those proposed for the mining operations.
In particular, management measures relevant to the re-alignment of the transmission line
would be included as part of an approved Construction Noise Management Plan (CNMP).
These measures would be supported by the use of continuous real-time noise monitors to
enable real-time management.” (Amendment Report, RW Corkery - July 2021).

The Amendment identifies that the realignment works would take place over a 6 to 10 month
campaign interval during Year 3 of operations within the operating hours:
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e 7:00am to 8:00pm (Daylight Hours only) Monday to Friday; and
e 8:00am to 6:00pm on Saturdays.

“The proposed re-alignment of the 500kV transmission line would not be a “scheduled
activity” or “scheduled development work” (as described in in Schedule 1 of the POEO Act).
However, the Project would require an environment protection licence, but it is not expected
that it would contain conditions specifically relating to the proposed decommissioning and
construction works” (Amendment Report, RW Corkery - July 2021).

LAG maintain significant reservations relating to the extended impacts on the village of Lue
and its surrounding residential areas as a result of the proposed construction works. It would
appear that Bowdens are seeking concessions permitted as under the Construction Noise at
Year 3 of the Project Operations for a duration of 6 to 10 months which would appear
inconsistent with the Construction Works provided for within the Interim Construction Noise
Guideline.

(v) Aboriginal Heritage

LAG maintains concerns relating to the integrity and thoroughness of the Aboriginal Heritage
Assessment supporting the Amendment as proposed by Bowdens.

Primarily, LAG would expect that all procedural and consultation activity is undertaken in
accordance with the requirements provided under the Heritage Act 1977 (and its supporting
instruments) to achieve the objectives of the Act to “work with the community to preserve,
manage and protect NSW heritage.”

Following consultation by LAG with relevant Aboriginal Groups involved within the survey of
the site, significant concerns have been raised relating to the thoroughness of investigations
undertaken, and the collaboration and consultation undertaken in developing satisfactory
conclusions and recommendations supporting the Amendment.

Within the Amendment, Bowdens stated that it is “committed to involving the local
Aboriginal community as an integral participant in the management of Aboriginal cultural
heritage values in the Mine Site.” This statement is directly at odds with the manner in which
consultation, recommendation and conclusions have been reached by Bowdens within their
Amendment application.

(vi) General Advice
Further to the objection, LAG will be completing a detailed review of the:

¢ updated ‘Description of the Project’ as detailed within Appendix 1 of the Amendment
Report; and

¢ aformal Gap Analysis of the Response to Submission as detailed within the Bowdens
Submissions Report (June 2021).

Both assessments will be provided to the Department in addition to this Objection.



7

Lue Action Group

www.lueactiongroup.org

Thank you for your consideration of the above-mentioned concerns to the Amendment.
Should you wish to discuss this submission further, please do not hesitate to contact either
myself (0428) 736 416 or Phil English (0427) 892 085.

Yours sincerely

TOM COMBES
PRESIDENT
LUE ACTION GROUP

cc Mr Brad Cam
General Manager
Mid-Western Regional Council
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ATTACHMENTS

1. Technical Review — Visual Assessment (SSD-5765) (Engeny, August 2021)

2. Correspondence - Project and Exploration Update - Bowdens Silver Project
(Bowdens Silver, 14 May 2021)



A

Lue Action Group

www.lueactiongroup.org

ATTACHMENT 1

Technical Review — Visual Assessment (SSD-5765)

(Engeny, August 2021)
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TECHNICAL REVIEW - VISUAL
ASSESSMENT (SSD-5765)

Frojooi We006 301 Bowdens Siker Vsud Radial Analysis Dais 1B Augnesl 2021

To: Lue A ction Group From: Ao Walkaime.

ATT: Phil Engiish oG (=T O B P T (O PR
Subjeo: Visual Radinl Analysis - Proposed Teanamissin L

Introduction

Bawdens Siver Py Limited (Bowdens Siver) s sesiong approval bo dewslop and operate an open cul sitver mine near Lue,
MEW |lhe Project) {Application SS0-5765). As part of the Evvironmental Impac! Stabement (EIE} for the Projacl, prepared by
RW Corkery & Co. Pty Limiled [RW. Corvary & Coj on behall of Bowdens Siver, Richard Lamb and Associles was
commissoned (o urderlaios the Visibilily Assessment.

The Lue Action Group [LAG) proside a submission as pan of publkc exhibition of the EES.

Engeny Water Managemeni (Engeny | was commissionsd by the Lue Aclon Group o undertake a tschnical review of #he Visibilgy
Apsaczement ard the visuals aspecis contained within the Response io Submisgion report. This revies was underiakan by Rod
William=, Principal Envionmental Scienlisi. Rod ha= prepared visual assessmenis for siate significan) peojecis in el
wiewsheds.

Documents Reviewed

This Feview wias based on he irformalion bedow:

s Richard Lamb and Associates, 2020 Part Sa Vishiily Ass=csment Siate Sagnificand Development Mo 5766
& [RW Corkery, May 2020, Bowdens Silver Emvirormentall Impacts Statemant State Significart Development Ma STE5.
s AW Corkery, 2021. Bowders Sikver Submissions Repord Siate Significard Devefopment Mo 5765,
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General Comments

REVIEW OF BACKGROUND DOCUBMENTATRIN

The visual assessmenl of the documenis revesed pimariy foces on the visual impacis of e mining operations. Minimal
consideration (i general assessment) has been given 1o the visual impacis of e proposed re-aligned powes rarsrnission line
identified by the LAG init= sisbmission. For example Richard Lamb and Associales 2020 stales

“The algnmeand of M proposed re-aligned power fransmission fns in M wdsus catchmend of fe poposed mine i
[arpaly in country wilfh Smilar visual snd physical charactemstics fo fhe axisting fine and the new line wow'd be Braly o
be compalibie wiffy ife appeamance of the exsfing fne and nod causs any signiicant change I wew' compositions ”
“A5 the realigned power ransmissicn ine would be throwgh couniry of a smidlar chamacher and appssvancs o fhe exisling
line and be carmied an Simaiar ialfce fowers, I woold be anlblely fo.eve sgnificant wseal impacts compansd with i
exisfing fowers.”

“The Project incivdes ssfablishment and construchon, refocahan of a2 S00Y powsr fransmassion fine. miming and
Processing oparafions and road trafic and frmsporfation, sdpecls of which would be wisile i cerfan crcumshances
friom public and prmade aneas e which couwd i=ad fo weus impects.”

The Response 1o Submessions report [Corkery 2021) investigaled the visual mpact of the mining nfrasirciure o sefecled
recesvers. However the impacts of the proposed re-aligned power iransmission fine on the vikage of Lus and the surmounds has
mat been considered. Corkery 2021 siates:

“Migibility - There faag bean nio change io the swlcomes of the Visihily Asssssrmhant undertaken by Richard Lamb and
Associates (2020} or the Lighting and Sky Glow Astessmant underiaken by Lighting. Arf & Schance (20200 If fas bean
concluted that while companents of the Pragsct would be visibie ko varying dagress and al vanying sfages of the
daveloprment, the fmited visiblity of the mining acthalies within e Mine Sife snd the ramge of visual canfrols would
achisve an acceplable favel of impact. Impadantly, no companents of the Mire Sile wawld be visihle fom Lue The
potenhal for lighting impacts on the local snvironment (including shy giow] has been assessed io be minimal *

ASEESIMENT OF VISUAL IMPACT OF PROPOSED TRANSMISEION LINE - LUE GEMERAL AREA

The= wikage of Lue is jocated |p the southerm west of the propose=d mine and the re-aligned power ransmission re. Views rom
the Lue gereral area io the Mortheast {i.e. lowards the exsting power irnsmesion ine] are compleisly screened by the exisling
rabusral bopography (see Figure 1) Thres cross sechions from Lue bo the exisfing irarsmission line alignment confimn that the
views from Lue iowands: the Morfheas! ae screened by the nalural iopography (see Figure 2, Figure 5 and Figure 4).

LAG agrees thal the proposed re-aligned power ransmission e 1S langely i country with simitar vesual and  physscal
characiesislics o the exisling line and the rew line would be lkely o be compatile with the appesrance of the exisling Ene.
Fowever, he proposed power trarsmission line alignment is localed al a higher elevason than the exstng signment and as
such The natural Iopography does nod screen ihe re-aligned power (rarsmisson line. Our enalysis shows thal the proposed res
ahgned power transmiss=on line s n o different visual calchmen! and mpacts recesness which are cerently nol impacled by the
exisbing lrarsmissian fine. The popossd re-aligred power ranamission e will therefone molve a change from the exisling
rabral viewshed from the general area ol Lue o ane which includes a irarsmissan fine.

Radial analysis of thres lower iocalions. (assuming a lower beighl of 80m-and a viewshed of & kilometres from the lower) alarg
the re-aligned power transmission ine algnmend kas been underizi=n o assess the exienl to which he proposed loeers will
be wisibie from the general area of Lue (se= Figure 5, Figure & and Figure 7). The Tower 1 radial analyss {=== Figure §) and
croas seclion {ses Figure 2} indicates. that the lop portion af Tower 1 will be visible fom ibe Lue general area. However, this
Fzsumes that there 5 no soeening provided by the exsting vegetabon, which = not e case. As such Tower 1 s unlikely io be

1 A Frojec Manages Project Dol
BN W EEE



visible from the Lue general arsa. Towers 2 and 3 are however located on the lop of the rdgeline (see Figure 3 and befioaFigun
4} and as such will be cleardy wesible from the Lus Village and surcund s=a [see Figure 8 and Figurs 7). The wsibdity of the
popossd power rarsmisson line alignment would be furber increased by the dearance of vegetalion within e powerine
sasemenl The exiend ol vegsiabon clearance required has nol been defined in any al the documenis reviewsd or the conbribution
b tre visuad mpac] ssssooed.

Based on this analyss i is expectsd ®al spproomaledy 50% of the propossd re-aligned power rarsmission kne will be claarly
wisible from the vast magority i nol all recesers in the Lue Village and susrounding area. This represents & sgnificant change the
virwshed characterislics for the Lus Village and surounding recefvers. compand to the current siluation.

KT Fnirwm Froject Maragae Frojeot Direcio
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Figure 1 Potential Visual Catchments (Source Richard Lamb 2020)
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DISCLAIMER

This memo has baen prepared on bahall of and for the exclisive use of Lue Action Group and is subject o and tssued in accordance with Lue Action Group instructon (o Engeny Water Management
{Engeny). The contenl of this memo was basad on previous information and studies supplied by Lue Action Group

Enpgany accepls no labllity or responsibility whalsoever for it in respect of any use of or reliance upon this memo by any third party. Copying this mema withoul the permession of Lue Acton Group
or Engeny |s not parmitted.
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ATTACHMENT 2

Correspondence - Project and Exploration Update - Bowdens
Silver Project

(Bowdens Silver, 14 May 2021)



BOWDENS

SILVER

14 Moy 2021

e NSW 2E

This letrer 5 Deing sent 1o provicde an update on the assessmoenl process for the Bowdens Sitver Prosect and on curresni
eRploration acllvities

Dowdeny Silver Praject and Exploration Update

As st members of the community are aware, in May 2020 Bowdens Sliver lodged the Envirenmental impact Statament [EI5)
and Devefopment Applicstion with the NSW Department of Planning. industry and Cmdrsnment for the Bowdens Silver Froject
Buring the public exhibition period, submissions were recelved from community membere, public organisations as well as Siate
andd Local Government agencies. The public submission process showed overwhelming peblic suppart for the Progect with 79%
of all submissbars in favaur of the Project proceeding: importantly, fo Government agendies objected (o the Froject and only
sought clarification on certain points refevant to their role

Since that thme. Bowdens Sliver has besn preparing the Response to Submessions which is not only & necessary part of the
approvals process but impartantly responds to all themes ralsed donng the pubfic submission process, Our Response o
Submissboms Repart bk currenily being finalised and will be reléased shortly. Ab that time, further informatian will be provided
ta the community outlinlng thie main themes and owlcomes of that wark,

i March 2021 Bowderns Siiver submittod it Mining Lease Application ["BLA GO} for the deveiopment of the Bowdens Sy
Project which forms part of the apgrovals proces:s

Exploration work alie continues (o forge ahead and has expanded with louf deill nigs now on-ste. Drdling will be predaminantly

target|ng minaralisation befow tha current proposed epen tut pit and nearby estensions with minaraisation remaining spen st

depth. General sxploration work is also planned on soms wutrounding properiies and further afield m agresment with
tandhelders. This work is testing our wider geclogical modelling of the mineral rich systeans, All explotation and subseguent
rehabilleation will Rall In fne with NSW Government Spprova, !

As the Bowdens Silver Project progresses theough the spprovals: process, pro-development wack will continue 1o increase
focussing on optimisation of the Project as a whale Inchuding detalled design work for the mine infrastructure, To accommodate
the increased activity aut tearm has alse grown with six new staff in our geology, flield services, farming and administratian
tedms. Our Community Investment Program continues to operate which provides sponsorships for a range of organisations and
events within the local area scross aur core areas of suppert including, educarion, community, sport, salety and arts and culture

As our Project continues to develop, this program will expand. Input and fdeas from community members regarding funding
for meaningful community prajects are 2lways most wilcome:

Infarmatian on diffarant elaments of the Prafect can be found on our wehsite: www bowdenssilver com au and as alway i you
have any queries, please get in bouch by gmail or telephone.

Fegards,

Blaks Hjorth
Commumity Ualson Dffices
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