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Huntlee & HARG Update to the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan

Preamble

An Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan (The /This Plan) is a requirement of the Huntlee
Stage 1 Project Approval (24 April 2014) - Conditions of Approval - C3 and D9. This document
constitutes a replacement of the Worley Parsons Sub plan lodged with the Private Certifying
Authority (PCA).

The following definitions apply to This Plan

o OEH refers to the Office of Environment and Heritage

e DPI refers to the Department of Planning and Infrastructure

e Archaeologist refers to a suitably qualified archaeologist engaged by the Proponent from time to
time in consultation with HARG.

e The Proponent refers to Huntlee and its authorised agents

o RAP refers to the registered Aboriginal parties

e HARG refers to the advisory group/ consultative committee established by Huntlee to advise the
Proponent on all Aboriginal matters of interest. The HARG comprises representatives of the RAP
and the Proponent. It is an administrative arm to ensure ongoing consultation on Aboriginal
matters. It’s roles and responsibilities will be defined in it’s constitution, one of which includes
Aboriginal Culture and Heritage.

e Consultation in the context of this management plan and the relevant legislation does not confer
a right of approval or veto.

e Expected finds refers to existing unrecorded Aboriginal objects expected to be present in a
subsurface/surface context as identified in the previous assessment of the sites in the project
area.

e “Unexpected” or new refers to other Aboriginal objects that are outside of the range of those

that were identified (and expected also to be present in a subsurface context) as part of the
previous assessment of the sites in the project area.
e Aboriginal object this is a statutory term meaning any deposit, object or material evidence(not

being a handicraft made for sale) relating to Aboriginal habitation of the area that comprises
New South Wale, being habitation before or concurrent with (or both) the occupation of that
area by persons of non-aboriginal extraction and includes Aboriginal remains (s.5 NPW Act). The
Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW provides artefact
with the same meaning as object, with the exception of deposit, as defined in the Act (DECCW
2010 p.37).

e Aboriginal remains means the body or the remains of the body of a deceased Aboriginal person,

but does not include:
(a) a body or the remains of a body buried in a cemetery in which non-Aboriginal persons are
also buried, or
(b) a body or the remains of a body dealt with or to be dealt with in accordance with a law of
the State relating to medical treatment or the examination, for forensic or other purposes, of
the bodies of deceased persons(s.5 NPW Act).
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It is understood by the HARG (Proponent, RAP), OEH and DPI that:

Aboriginal heritage management is under an authorised Aboriginal Heritage Management
Plan therefore an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit is not required.

Reference in the Huntlee Stage 1 Project Approval (24 April 2014) Section D9 to OEH and
National Parks should read DPI and deals with Aboriginal objects or Aboriginal remains. DPI
may refer to or seek advice from OEH.

This Plan is a result of a consultative process between RAP (HARG being the representatives
of the RAP) and the Proponent.

iv.  This plan deals with the management of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage for the Stage 1 Project

Approval and may be reviewed and updated from time to time. It is intended that this Plan
will form the basis for future stages. This Plan sets out the requirements, protocols and
procedures for dealing with new or unexpected Aboriginal Objects or Aboriginal remains.

V. It sets out the roles, responsibilities, relationships and conduct of all parties and personnel

including dispute resolution procedures

Vi. It sets out clear procedures for monitoring, recording and managing new or unexpected
Aboriginal objects or Aboriginal remains.
vii.  The Plan follows the enumerated paragraphs of Huntlee Stage 1 Project Approval (24 April
2014) Section C3.
viii.  The Plan must be in force prior to any ground disturbance process.
The Plan
1. Details of Involvement and responsibilities of Aboriginal stakeholders in management

actions

Number of personnel involved in monitoring

At least one Aboriginal representative from each RAP, including a rotating Senior Aboriginal Sites
Officer is to be involved in the cultural heritage monitoring and recording and collection. HARG,
as the consultative body to the project, will determine and authorise who these representatives
will be, the number, training, qualification, work rosters and whether, in the circumstances, a
gender balance (male/female) is required. As a guide, 2 monitors per machine or working area are
required plus one senior sites officer.

In situations where project works require monitoring in more than two locations simultaneously,
(additional machines or different areas) the Proponent will engage additional monitors or vary the
works program so the appointed monitors can properly observe all works requiring monitoring.

All parties will use their best efforts to work together in order to keep the use of separate
monitoring to a minimum, however, separate monitoring may be required depending on the
circumstances

Conduct of monitors
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iv.

V.

All monitors will conduct themselves professionally and subscribe to a code of conduct,
workplace health and safety requirements and employment protocols as required by HARG.

Should nominated monitors be unable to attend monitoring, it is the responsibility of HARG to
ensure replacement representatives attend. Where no representatives can attend within 2 hours
of start then the Proponent’s nominated manager will appoint a suitably qualified technical
advisor (either employed independently or directly by the manager) to monitor the proposed
works.

If a monitor arrives after a suitably qualified technical adviser has been appointed for that day,
the monitor will not be allowed to start and will be sent home.

In all cases where a technical officer has been appointed HARG (or its nominated representative)
will be advised in a timely manner but in all cases within 24 hours.

If artefacts are identified during monitoring, the Procedure on the Discovery of Artefacts is to be
followed [Section 4 and Appendix 1 (Flowcharts)].

Safety

Access to the Huntlee Construction Project will be via approved Site or Visitors induction only.
There will be no unauthorised access to the site during the construction operations phases. All
persons attending the Project must abide by all site safety policies and procedures whilst on site.

All work activities conducted on the Project site must be assessed with potential hazards
documented and any controls implemented. The Proponent will develop an approved Risk
Assessment (RA) and Safe Work Procedure (SWP) for required tasks and approved by the
Proponent.

Relationship, obligations, of monitors with other workers/management
All workers, Aboriginal monitors, contractors shall treat each other with due professionalism,
courtesy and respect. If an occasion arises where a person feels aggrieved by another’s behaviour
or attitude then the dispute resolution process is triggered.

HARG will develop and codify the procedures and protocols between the contractors and
employees and the Aboriginal monitors/workers.

Aboriginal Community Access

Aboriginal community members may wish to access recorded or significant sites and/or areas
within the Stage Boundary for cultural purposes (e.g., education, ceremony). The Proponent is
committed to facilitating such access. All access requests must go through HARG and be
recommended by HARG to the Proponent. The Proponent will then grant or refuse access taking
into consideration HARG’s recommendation and acting reasonably.
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3.

Access, in all instances, will be subject to relevant operational and safety considerations and
cannot be guaranteed. There will be no unauthorised access to the Site. Access to some sites and
areas will be restricted during periods of construction.

Responsibilities of all other stakeholders
OEH: will advise DPI on Aboriginal heritage matters

DPI: will monitor compliance with consent conditions and issue various compliance orders if
necessary

Archaeologist: will assess and develop management strategies for Aboriginal objects and other
tasks identified in the management plan, as required by HARG.

HARG: to be consulted in accordance with legislated consultation guidelines regarding Aboriginal
heritage management and undertake tasks as per the management plan_and to advise the
Proponent on all Aboriginal matters of interest; to oversee and supervise the operation of this Plan.
To oversee the functions and tasks in which the RAP may be involved.

The Proponent: is responsible for the preparation and fulfilment of the Plan in consultation with
HARG and Archaeologist (as required) in accordance with the guidelines for consultation.

Details of mitigation and management strategies

The objective of the monitoring process and salvage program is to systematically record and
recover all identified artefacts. Resulting data will be used to investigate landscape patterning in
stone artefact discard behaviour within the Project boundary and determine whether
archaeological deposits are preserved in their original deposited state, or have been subject to
displacement or disturbance through geomorphic processes such as soil creep and bioturbation
or anthropogenic processes.

i. Monitoring Process

e The Proponent shall identify the area to be disturbed prior to commencement of work.

e The monitors shall inspect the surface to be disturbed for any surface artefacts (Section
3.ii) and any areas that may suggest subsurface potential i.e depressions, aeolian sands

e The machine operator shall strip the topsoil

e The monitors shall then walk behind the machine observing any potential artefacts within
the exposed layer, whilst a monitor walks alongside of the machine with radio contact
with the operator.

e The machine operator will then remove the next 50mm of soil.

e The monitors will walk the exposed layer observing any potential artefacts within the
exposed soil layer

e The above process is repeated until a depth of 150mm or clay (B) horizon is reached.

e The operator may be directed by the monitor to raise or lower the blade to ensure the
appropriate depth is maintained.
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The above depths are guides, and may be increased or decreased at the instruction of the
monitor(s). The monitor(s) will act reasonably at all times in requesting any additional
excavation.

Once a section is signed off by the RAPs on site, no further Aboriginal monitoring or
heritage works to be conducted in the area can occur.

HARG can amend the process above by agreement and in consultation with the
Proponent.

NOTE: The above process may need to be revised following consultation with the civil works

contractor on appropriate machinery suitable for the task.

iii. Process for bagging, tagging assessment and recording of artefacts

Flow chart 1 (Appendix 1) illustrates the following process.

Salvage will involve:

Collection will be undertaken concurrently with the monitoring;

The flagging of all visible artefacts either on the surface or following grader scrapes;
The recording of individual artefact locations using a hand-held differential GPS;

Site photography;

Bagging of identified artefacts;

Sifting and/or manual hand excavation of identified cluster sites (refer to guidelines in
3(iii) below);

All surface collected artefacts are assigned an Unique Reference Number (URN) for
accessioning and data analysis purposes and entered into a daily datasheet.
Temporary Storage of artefacts in accordance with HARG requirements

Analysis of surface artefacts will be conducted upon completion of salvage works.
Repatriation of the salvaged artefacts will in accordance with “Keeping Place” repatriation
plan to be developed by HARG

iii.  Archaeological hand (manual) excavation protocols

Flow Chart 2 (Appendix 1) illustrates the following process.

The following protocols will be implemented for areas identified as having high interpretative value.

High interpretive value may include:

Intact high densities of stone artefacts [over 20 flakes, > 2cm in length, per 1 x 1 metre x
0.1m spit (i.e. 0.1m3); and/or

Hearths associated with archaeological material and other features as determined by
the archaeologist in consultation with the HARG.

The purpose of undertaking archaeological hand/manual excavation is to characterise and define

areas of high interpretative value. This ensures that a sample of material is salvaged for site

interpretation in accordance with the objectives of the program (Section 3).

Hand (manual) excavation will comprise the following:

a) A pit 1 x 1 metre will be hand excavated in 10cm spits to a depth of 1 metre or until the clay
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b)

d)

f)

B horizon layer is reached;

The spit depths may be adjusted as a response to soil conditions and densities of
archaeological material. Deposits will be dry sieved using a mechanical sieve with standard
size apertures. Wet sieving may be required dependant on the condition of the soil.

If further artefacts are identified of high interpretative value in the 1 x 1 metre pit then a
further four 1 x 1 metre pits on each of the four sides of the original square will be excavated

(see Figure 1).

If no further artefacts of high interpretative value are identified in these four pits then the
area will be recorded, but no further investigation will take place If artefacts on the trigger
list are identified in the additional four pits then the high visibility markers will remain in

place and protocols followed as in Step (e).

If the extended excavation pits [see Step (d)] contain further artefacts of high interpretative
value then an excavation methodology will be developed according to the nature of the
material identified and the nature of the proposed impact. The purpose of the methodology
will be to provide a sample of diagnostic artefacts for further analysis.

If there are no artefacts/material recovered with high interpretative value then the hand
excavation process will cease.

During excavation:

g)

h)

Artefacts will be recorded according to spit level and depending on the integrity and
contextual features; and

Scaled photographs and drawings will be made of the archaeological material and
stratigraphic profiles (where applicable). Construction work and monitoring of unaffected
areas shall continue.
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Pit one
Pit four Centre Pit
Pit three
4, Procedures for new sites

See Flowcharts 1 and 2 (Appendix 1).

5. Reporting

Figure 1 Proposed layout for extended pits

Pit two

All Aboriginal heritage management and mitigation works carried out under the AHMP for the
Project will be documented to a standard comparable to the the Code of Practice for
Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects 2010. This includes the completion of site

cards in accordance with salvage and repatriation protocols.

HARG will develop the process and reporting format pre/post collection, including a data
sheet to document the artefacts. HARG will be responsible for ensuring appropriate recording
occurs and personnel to undertake the report compilation. The archaeologist may be involved
at the request of HARG or the Proponent.
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Details of Aboriginal Heritage and Cultural Awareness Training Program for all
workers associated with construction activities

The Aboriginal Heritage and Cultural Awareness Training Program (the Program) has
been developed and lodged with the PCA.

The Program is mandatory for all staff whose roles may reasonably bring them into contact
with Aboriginal sites and/or involve consultation with local Aboriginal community members.
The Program is part of the induction program of all new employees or contractors. Training
can be offered on a voluntary basis to all other staff and contractors.

The Program was developed by the HARG for the Project. The Program may be reviewed and
amended however, the fundamental requirements include a presentation of information on
the Aboriginal history of the area (pre- and post-contact); the nature of Project Boundary’s
known and potential Aboriginal archaeological resource; and identification of Aboriginal
archaeological sites and relevant management policies and procedures and statutory
obligations. The most recent Program will remain operational until a revised or new
awareness package approved by HARG is implemented.

A register of all persons having completed the Program will be maintained throughout the
construction and operational phases of the Project.

Compliance/review procedures
Review/ update of the Plan

Any stakeholder can request a review of the ACHMP as part of ongoing implementation
procedures. Reviews of the Plan will be in accordance with the requirements of the Huntlee
Stage 1 Project Approval (24 April 2014) - Conditions of Approval. The revised Plan will be
provided to all stakeholders for endorsement prior to lodging with DPI for approval.

Dispute Resolution

It is understood by all parties that, where any dispute arises regarding performance or activities
conducted under this Plan:

the issues will be resolved quickly rather an allowing them to escalate through inaction;

all relevant parties should be consulted so that sides of the story are taken into account;
handled sensitively — disputes should, where possible and appropriate, be resolved in a
confidential context in order to minimise impact on others not affected by the dispute; and
that work is to continue normally during the dispute resolution process subject to any
reasonable concerns about workplace health and safety issues.

The resolution process
The Proponent in consultation with HARG shall nominate a person to be the dispute contact in
the event a dispute arises.

Page | 8



Huntlee & HARG Update to the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan

Vi.

8.

The monitor and/or project employee who feels that there is a dispute contacts their
supervisor to discuss the concern

The supervisor listens carefully to the monitor(s) and together they try to resolve the dispute.
If the supervisor and the concerned person are unable to resolve the dispute or it is not
appropriate that the supervisor deal with it, the matter should be referred to the nominated
dispute contact person.

The dispute is either resolved or referred to HARG

The dispute is either resolved or referred to an independent conciliator or mediator

Suspected non-compliance with condition of consent

All stakeholders have the responsibility to ensure adherence to the conditions of the AHMP.

If a person has good reason to believe a any stakeholder is not implementing the Conditions of
Approval, then the potential breach should be reported to the HARG and the Proponent.

A meeting of the Proponent and the HARG should be held to resolve the matter if the
outcome is not satisfactory, they it must be referred to the DPI for independent review.

Technical Dispute

A technical dispute occurs where two parties disagree on a methodological or interpretative
issue for any of the management recommendations of this AHMP.

The normal dispute resolution process above will apply except that the independent
conciliator shall be the archaeologist who's decision will be final.

Ongoing consultation process
HARG has been established under a separate process as the conduit for ongoing consultation.

Matters arising shall be considered at HARG meetings.

Modification 9

The Aboriginal cultural heritage constraints and obligations identified in the Modification 9 Heritage
Assessment (2018) are to be followed. This includes the salvage of identified artefacts and
investigation of the identified PAD area.
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Appendix 1 - Flow Charts



PROCEDURE 1
PROCEDURE FOR UNRECORDED ABORIGINAL OBJECTS
(CONDITION OF APPROVAL C3)




PROCEDURE 2
PROCEDURE FOR ABORIGINAL RELICS
(CONDITION OF APPROVAL D9)




PROCEDURE 3
PROCEDURE FOR HUMAN REMAINS
(CONDITION OF APPROVAL D9)
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Appendix 2 — AHIMS Sites Within Huntlee Boundary

AHIMS

Number Site Name Site Features Status Datum | Zone | Easting | Northing
37-6-1927 HANWOOD RD PAD, Artefact Site Valid AGD 56 | 343450 | 6383400
37-6-2156 Branxton Rail 8 Isolated Find Valid GDA 56 | 343989 | 6385115
37-6-3219 Huntlee 3 Artefact Scatter Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345535 | 6383514
37-6-3220 Huntlee 1 Artefact Scatter Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345531 | 6383587
37-6-3221 Huntlee 2 Artefact Scatter Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345570 | 6383539
37-6-3400 Huntlee 8 Artefact Scatter Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346178 | 6383174
37-6-3401 Huntlee 9 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346188 | 6383173
37-6-3402 Huntlee 10 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346177 | 6383176
37-6-3403 Huntlee 11 Artefact Scatter Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345988 | 6383240
37-6-3404 Huntlee 12 Artefact Scatter Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345988 | 6383240
37-6-3405 Huntlee 13 Artefact Scatter Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345988 | 6383240
37-6-3406 Huntlee 14 Artefact Scatter Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345988 | 6383240
37-6-3549 Huntlee 4 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346143 | 6383215
37-6-3550 Huntlee 5 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346045 | 6383256
37-6-3551 Huntlee 7 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345997 | 6383332
37-6-3655 Huntlee 15 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345637 | 6383000
37-6-3656 Huntlee 18 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346137 | 6383592
37-6-3658 Huntlee 17 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346261 | 6383635
37-6-3659 Huntlee 15 C BS Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345637 | 6383000
37-6-3662 Huntlee 19 BS Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345860 | 6383315
37-6-3669 Huntlee 29 S12 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346662 | 6383399
37-6-3670 Huntlee 30 S12 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346679 | 6383358
37-6-3671 Huntlee 31 S12 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346680 | 6383407
37-6-3672 Huntlee 32 S12 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346704 | 6383388
37-6-3673 Huntlee 33 S12a Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346369 | 6383503
37-6-3674 Huntlee 28 S12 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346678 | 6383560
37-6-3675 Huntlee 27 S12 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346694 | 6383370
37-6-3676 Huntlee 26 S12 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346675 | 6383391
37-6-3677 Huntlee 25 S12 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346711 | 6383387
37-6-3678 Huntlee 24 S12 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346680 | 6383403
37-6-3679 Huntlee 34 S12a Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346556 | 6383754
37-6-3680 Huntlee 35 S12a Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346567 | 6383748
37-6-3686 Huntlee 20 S12 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346697 | 6383358
37-6-3688 Huntlee 23 S12 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346668 | 6383437
37-6-3689 Huntlee 22 S12 Artefact Scatter Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346706 | 6383437
37-6-3690 Huntlee 21 S12 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 346704 | 6383426
37-6-3709 Huntlee 43 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345836 | 6383409
37-6-3733 Huntlee 41 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345785 | 6383472




37-6-3734 Huntlee 42 Artefact Scatter Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345848 | 6383373
37-6-3738 Huntlee 36 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345870 | 6383317
37-6-3739 Huntlee 37 Artefact Scatter Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345059 | 6383281
37-6-3740 Huntlee 38 Artefact Scatter Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345014 | 6383459
37-6-3741 Huntlee 40 Artefact Scatter Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345783 | 6383391
37-6-3742 Huntlee 39 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345836 | 6383391
37-6-3799 Huntlee 50 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345538 | 6384091
37-6-3800 Huntlee 49 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345542 | 6384050
37-6-3802 Huntlee 47 Artefact Scatter Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345533 | 6383969
37-6-3803 Huntlee 46 Isolated Find Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345518 | 6383944
37-6-3804 Huntlee 45 Artefact Scatter Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345404 | 6384317
37-6-3805 Huntlee 44 Artefact Scatter Salvaged | GDA 56 | 345410 | 6384291
37-6-3915 HAF012 Isolated Find Valid GDA 56 | 345309 | 6384360
37-6-3917 HAS001 Artefact Scatter Valid GDA 56 | 345763 | 6383701
37-6-3918 HAF010 Isolated Find Valid GDA 56 | 345958 | 6383841
37-6-3919 HAF008 Isolated Find Valid GDA 56 | 345241 | 6383646
37-6-3920 HAF005 Isolated Find Valid GDA 56 | 345730 | 6383732
37-6-3921 HAF004 Isolated Find Valid GDA 56 | 344525 | 6383769
37-6-3922 HAF003 Artefact Scatter Valid GDA 56 | 344652 | 6383748
37-6-3923 HAF002 Isolated Find Valid GDA 56 | 344632 | 6383739
37-6-3924 HAFO01 Isolated Find Valid GDA 56 | 344603 | 6384341
Aboriginal
Huntlee PAD Ceremony and
37-6-2782 Conservation Zone | Dreaming with PAD | Valid GDA 56 | 342500 | 6381385
Artefact Site
(Number
37-6-2029 KR25 Unspecified) Valid GDA 56 | 342396 | 6379746
Artefact Site
(Number
37-6-2030 KR26 Unspecified) Valid GDA 56 | 342221 | 6379831
Artefact Site
(Number
37-6-2031 KR26a Unspecified) Valid GDA 56 | 341986 | 6379948
Artefact Site
(Number
37-6-2032 KR27 Unspecified) Valid GDA 56 | 341840 | 6380017
Artefact Site
(Number
37-6-2033 KR28 Unspecified) Valid GDA 56 | 341552 | 6380254
Artefact Site
(Number
37-6-2034 KR29 Unspecified) Valid GDA 56 | 341378 | 6380390




Artefact Site

NPWS North (Number
37-6-3829 Rothbury 2 Unspecified) Valid GDA 56 | 341854 | 6380990
NPWS North
37-6-3828 Rothbury 1 Grinding Grooves Valid GDA 56 | 342234 | 6379940
37-6-1702 ONR 1 Isolated Find Valid AGD 56 | 341923 | 6379668




Figure 1 Project Area and AHIMS
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