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Hi David,
 
Please find attached City of Newcastle’s advice regarding the proposed modification.
 
Regards
 


Geof Mansfield | Principal Planner
City of Newcastle | Governance
Regulatory, Planning & Assessment | Development Assessment
T:+61249742767 | M:+61407286899 | E:gmansfield@ncc.nsw.gov.au
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Regulatory Planning and Assessment: G. Mansfield 
Reference: PB2020/01985



20 March 2020 HCity of
Newcastle



David Koppers
Senior Environmental Assessment Officer 
Industry Assessments
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2001



Response by email: david.koppers@planninq.nsw.qov.au



Dear David



MAYFIELD CARGO FACILITY (DA 8137 MOD 1) 189 SELWYN STREET MAYFIELD 
NORTH



I refer to your email of 21 February 2020 notifying Port of Newcastle Operations Pty Ltd has 
submitted a section 4.55 (1 A) modification application seeking approval to expand the cargo 
storage area and include roll on/roll cargo as a permitted cargo type and inviting CN to 
comment.



The Statement of Environmental Effects (SEE) and design plans have been reviewed by 
CN officers and the following advice is provided for your consideration:



1. Concept Approval



It is recommended the applicant be requested to address the Concept Approval 
(MP06_0096) 2.1(d) conditions relating to cumulative impacts having regards to other 
‘existing or approved’ developments (Refer Concept Approval conditions 1.14, 2.1(d), 2.9 
(a) and associated 2.6, 2.7 & 2.8) and discuss why, if the proposed 'roll on/roll off’ cargo is 
to include cars, a reliance on other transportation modes such as rail is not supported.



2. Traffic



The Traffic Impact Assessment (TIA) report submitted with the original Development 
Application (‘DA’) in 2016, predicted that up to 200 heavy vehicle and 60 light vehicle 
movements will be generated per day by the current storage area (12 ha site). Table 3 of 
the TIA report provides SIDRA modelling results of Industrial Drive/George Street traffic 
signals for 2016 (Existing) scenario. The results indicated that George Street (East) 
approach of the intersection operated at LoS D (delay - 45 seconds, queue length 11 m) in 
the AM peak and at LoS E (delay - 58 seconds, queue length 12m) in the PM peak. The 
delay could be attributed to Industrial Drive traffic as it is provided priority over George 
Street (East) traffic, which was 40 vehicles and 55 vehicles in AM and PM peak hour 
respectively in 2016.



The traffic memorandum assumes that heavy vehicle movements due to the proposed 
expansion (total 18.6 ha, increase of 55% in current area) would correspond to up to 110 
additional heavy vehicle movements (55% of original HV volume prediction) per day. It 
assumes that there will be no increase in staffing and therefore no increase in light vehicle 
movements.
The following comments are provided regarding the proposed modification:
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• The traffic memorandum indicates that the actual measured traffic (maximum 20 HV 
movements/day) generated by the current storage area appears to be less than 
10% of the predicted worst-case truck movements (200 HV movements/day) 
assumed in the original TIA report. The memorandum has cited the actual truck 
movement data provided by Rex J Andrews. It is noted that Rex J Andrews is a 
transport operator and the memorandum does not provide confirmation that they 
are the sole truck operator for the current storage area. If not, the actual truck 
movements generated by the current storage area would likely be higher than 
reported.



• The traffic memorandum has not undertaken current (2020) intersection counts and 
SIDRA modelling to demonstrate that the proposed expansion will have negligible 
impact on the signalised intersection. While the actual traffic generation from current 
storage area may have been lower than originally estimated, no evidence has been 
provided to demonstrate that there has been no significant increase in traffic on 
Selwyn Street and George Street between 2016 and 2020 due to land use/activity 
intensification from other lands using these roads.



• The modification application proposes to include roll-on / roll-off cargo as a 
permitted cargo type. Section 5.2 of the SEE indicates that this type of cargo is 
described the way cargo is loaded/unloaded off the ship i.e. the cargo is either 
wheeled cargo (such as cars) or the cargo is moved on a wheeled platform using 
built-in ramps on the ship. The traffic memorandum does not confirm how the roll- 
on/roll-off cargo (such as cars) would be transported off site. It is noted that many 
recent DA’s for vehicle showrooms (dealerships) in Newcastle have proposed off­
site car storage; with cars individually driven to the showrooms to avoid 
accommodating car carriers on site. There is a concern that if the expanded storage 
area in Mayfield is used to store new cars which are then individually driven to 
various showrooms, then the impact on intersection performance would deteriorate. 
It is also likely that these cars would be driven along Selwyn Street (west of Industrial 
Drive) through residential area to reach showrooms to avoid the Industrial 
Drive/George Street traffic signals. If it is proposed to approve the modification 
application, it is recommended that a condition of consent is imposed to ensure that 
the roll-on/roll-off cargo (such as cars) is transported off site in trucks (such as car 
carriers) rather than individually driven to various destinations.



If you have questions in relation to the above advice, please contact me on 4974 2767, or
by return email.



Yours faithfully



GeoT iviansTieia 
PRINCIPAL PLANNER
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