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Background 

A modification request is being prepared for works at the Q Station and one of the 
modifications being sought is the provision of several additional shade structures in 
public areas.  The public seating and dining areas around the Wharf Precinct are 
exposed to sun and hot and difficult to use in warm weather, particularly with the ever 
increasing focus on minimizing impacts of sun on patrons. 

Approval has been given to erect three large fixed umbrellas adjacent to A6 and they 
have worked well without any visual impacts.  Other smaller umbrellas have been used 
both in this location and adjacent to A14 again to provide shade for patrons. 

This analysis supports the addition of fixed umbrellas in preference to providing smaller 
umbrellas that are harder to manage. 

However, in summer it would be reasonable to have small beach type umbrellas 
available for use on the lawn and beach areas for the use of guests.  These would not 
be fixed or permanent but would be used by guests by screwing them into the sand 
(as beach umbrellas are intended) and would come and go. 

The following photos, drawings and analysis discusses any visual impacts of locating 
elements. 

We conclude that the locations selected provide for good sun protection without 
impacting any heritage values or consent conditions. 

Seating area outside A6 

The paved area adjacent to A6 accommodates most of the external dining in the 
precinct.  It is to the side of the building and well back from the waterfront.  There are 
presently three 4.5 metre square umbrellas installed (with approval) and the proposal 
is to provide one additional umbrella to match the existing ones.  It would be located 
to complete a 9 x 9 metre covered area. 

The location for the new umbrella has little if any visual impact and creates a significant 
additional shaded area. 

The attached drawings and photos are annotated to provide commentary. 

There is no accurate overall site plan, consequently the drawings, while measured on 
site, do not precisely reflect the interrelationship of the wharf and seating areas.  The 
sketches however, with the photos give an excellent indication of any possible impacts 
that may arise from site selection. 

 



Possible Impacts 

1 Physical 
There is no physical impact from fixing the umbrella, it simply bolts to the new 
ground finish.  It can be removed with ease at any time. 

2 Penguins 
There is no additional impact on penguins as the area already contains seating 
and has umbrellas both fixed and moveable. 

3 Visual 

There is no visual impact when viewed from around A6.  The existing umbrellas 
sit comfortably in the area and the new location is behind them.  There will be no 
increase in density of what is seen. 

There is no visual impact when viewed from the beach in alignment with the wharf 
area.  The umbrella is out of the view line or if it is seen it would only just be seen.  
As a visitor moves along the beach the umbrellas can be seen behind and set 
back from the building, the additional umbrella will add slightly to this but when 
seen square on there will be no change in what is now seen. 

4 The view from the wharf will not change.  The corner of the seating area (not under 
the umbrellas) can be seen from the very end of the wharf but is out of view within 
a couple of metres of moving towards land. 
Ferries unload at either the end of the wharf or on the northern side.  Passengers 
disembarking will not be aware of the umbrellas, however if the ferry swings across 
the bay a distant view will allow umbrellas to be seen behind the building.  This 
view already exists. 
A large pine located at the end of A6 effectively removes any view of the building 
and the seating area. 

Conclusion 

We conclude that there is no adverse impact from providing an additional umbrella in 
this location. 

It should match the existing umbrellas, be off white and not contain advertising. 

The random use of umbrellas on the lawn or beach is also appropriate, these should 
also be off white and unbranded.  They should not be fixed and would need to be 
available for use on request rather than provided each day. 



View from beach to wharf, this is the reverse view to those following. 

View from end of wharf, the umbrella is located behind the tree on the beach. 



A telephoto (not actual view seen by eye) image to make clearer the layout of the area.  Tables can 
just be seen to the left of the pine tree but the umbrella is set behind the tree. 

A view from the join between concrete and timber wharf sections. There is no view of the area from 
this location. 



A close up of the same view. A small section of lawn and the concrete switchroom can be seen only. 

The view to the area from the beach enrtry. The umbrella on the right is proposed to be replicated and 
an additional element will be seen extending part way across the right hand green umbrella. 



The view from further away on the beach at water’s edge.  The new umbrella is visible from here along 
with the existing umbrella. The edge of the rear umbrella can be seen in this photo. 

A broad overview from the wharf of both areas. 

 

 



Seating Outside A14-16 

There is a seating area behind A14-16 and several small tables with chairs along the 
wharf frontage.  Small coloured removable umbrellas have been used to provide some 
shade for patrons as the area is hot and exposed to sun. 

Shade should not be provided along the wharf edge, however a shade structure such 
as an umbrella is appropriate behind the building where the main seating now takes 
place. 

The photos show some umbrellas in place in this location, it is recommended that a 
single larger umbrella be used as it will create the minimum visual impact, de-clutter 
the area visually and as it will be fixed in position can be located to keep the openness 
of the view down the wharf.  The sketch shows the preferred location for an umbrella. 

The umbrella should be no larger than 4 x 4 metres and should be set back as 
dimensioned on the sketch.  It is also important not to add any barriers around the 
tables and chairs to delineate them, but rather to create a more open and inclusive 
setting.  Chairs, tables and shad elements should be kept back from the railing to allow 
visitors to see the inscriptions. 

Options of whether seating can be located in existing shade have been examined but 
this extends seating too far. 

Visually, this new element will not be seen from the wharf on approach to the precinct 
and there will be no visual impact. 

The structure will be seen from the central area of the precinct, however, as s single 
element it will not detract from the setting. 

The umbrella should match others in being off-white and without signage. 

View from end of wharf to A14-16. The proposed umbrella may just be visible behind the building and 
trees but will not be discernible. 



Closer view. Umbrella is located to be out of this view line. 

As the viewer approaches the building the umbrella is further behind the building. 



This shows the loose wharf seating and the locations of current umbrellas.  The proposed umbrella is 
to be set further back to allow the cliff face to be seen as visitors approach. 

View across the beach. The proposed umbrella is located behind the trees in the middle ground and 
may be seen in small sections but will not be discernible. 



View to building from courtyard> The umbrella will be seen from here. This photo was taken without 
umbrellas in place, setting the umbrella back allows the building to be seen. 

 


